
To: Fayston, Waitsfield and Warren Select Boards 
From: Mad River Valley Recreation District Field Committee 
Subject: Mad River Park Purchase 
Date: 7.28.16 

For more than 10 years, the town of Waitsfield has leased the Mad River Park (MRP) 
recreational fields for an annual fee of $6,000. These fields have provided an essential site for 
youth participating in recreational programs in the Mad River Valley, including the Mad River 
Soccer League and Mad River Valley Youth Lacrosse.  Between the two, there are 10,000 player 
visits annually. These programs support the health of children, as well as the quality of life for 
the Mad River Valley community and the vitality of the economy by attracting and retaining 
families who live in or visit the Valley.     

The town of Waitsfield’s lease for the 8.5 acres of recreational fields at Mad River Park will 
expire in December 2016. The Mad River Park Corporation has informed the town it will not 
renew this lease, but will offer it for sale for $550,000.  The Corporation has offered to include 
the construction a parking lot for 80 cars with access from Airport Rd. 

In response to the pending termination of the lease for MRP, a field committee was formed 
with Rebecca Baruzzi of Mad River Valley Recreation District(MRVRD), Liza Walker of Vermont 
Land Trust, Dan Sullivan and Anne Greshin of Mad River Valley Soccer Association, Drew 
Simmons of Mad River Valley lacrosse and Rob Williams of the Unified School District. The 
committee met on 6.28.16 and on 7.14.16. *notes are attached. 

The committee determined that continued, secure access to playing fields is critical to the 
future of youth recreation in the Mad River Valley.  Enhancing access to recreational 
opportunities in the Mad River Valley is also articulated as a goal in Fayston, Waitsfield and 
Warren town plans.  Recognizing that there is a demonstrable and immediate need for high 
quality soccer and lacrosse fields to provide uninterrupted access to youth recreational 
programs, the committee has reviewed all the viable options for field use in the Mad River 
Valley: 

● Lease or purchase other private land
● Combine existing town-owned fields to meet current need
● Purchase Mad River Park

*Please see attached notes for specific discussion points

Recommendations: 

After thorough consideration of the above options, the committee recommends that the Mad 
River Valley towns join together to advance and the purchase of the Mad River Park fields.   The 
committee respectfully requests Warren, Waitsfield and Fayston to contribute up to $182,000 
each for the purchase of the Mad River Park.  The municipal contributions may be lessened 
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substantially by a vigorous effort to seek private contributions and grant funds for the 
purchase, including: 

● Negotiations with the owner for a reduced purchase price, perhaps based on a lower 
appraised value of the parcel   

● Any award from the Outdoor Recreational Grant program through the Land & Water 
Conservation Fund - grant assistance will be provided by Vermont Land Trust 

● Charitable donations from community members (or possible sale of naming rights)   
● The formal addition of a 4th town into the MRVRD  

 
The committee further recommends that the owner of the Mad River Park be the MRVRD.  The 
MRVRD was created to provide for the recreational needs of the three towns, Waitsfield, 
Warren and Fayston) with equal financial contribution from each. 
*Please see the attached creation document that defines the scope of the MRVRD. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
MRVRD Field Committee:  
Rebecca Baruzzi, Mad River Valley Recreation District 
Liza Walker, Vermont Land Trust 
Dan Sullivan, Mad River Valley Soccer Association 
Anne Greshin, Mad River Valley Soccer Association 
Drew Simmons, Mad River Valley Lacrosse  
Rob Williams, Unified School District 




