
 

WAITSFIELD PLANNING COMMISSION 1 

Draft Meeting Minutes 2 

Tuesday, January 17, 2017 3 

 4 
1. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 7:10pm.   5 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   Duncan Brines, Bob Cook, Jordan Gonda, Steve Shea, Brian Voigt. 6 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Todd White. 7 
STAFF PRESENT:  Susan Senning, PZA. 8 
OTHERS PRESENT:  None. 9 

 10 
2. REVISE AGENDA – The members unanimously agreed to review the meeting minutes and 11 

discuss “other business” prior to beginning the Town Plan revisions. 12 

 13 
3. PUBLIC FORUM – None. 14 

 15 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – The draft meeting minutes from January 3, 2017 were approved 16 

without any changes. The members revised the meeting minutes from December 6, 2016 and 17 

requested that the PZA follow up with Gail Aloisio from Central Vermont Regional Planning 18 
Commission on line 30. The draft minutes will be revised, as needed, and approved at the 19 
February 7, 2017 meeting. 20 

 21 
5. OTHER BUSINESS – The PZA emailed the RFP from the last round of Town Plan revisions (in 22 

2009) to Mr. Shea but the members requested that it be forwarded to all. The PZA asked if any 23 
further revisions to the December 6, 2016 draft of the Rules of Procedure were made; the 24 
members did not revise the draft further and adopted the Rules as of that date. The PZA will date 25 

the final draft, post it online, and distribute it to the members for future reference.  26 
 27 

6. TOWN PLAN REVISIONS –  The members first debated the overall length of the document, 28 
and whether or not such detail was necessary. The members agreed to remove redundancy and 29 

superfluous text. They also agreed that private corporations should only be mentioned if they 30 
provide important services upon which the townspeople rely.  31 

 32 

The members then continued their review of Chapter 7, beginning on page 40 in the current Plan. 33 
They deleted the last sentence in the Law Enforcement section and need to update the ambulance 34 
data. The members discussed the Mad River Resource Management Alliance and its funding 35 
scheme. They need to include reference to and information about the Universal Recycling Law 36 

that was passed as Act 148 in 2012.  37 
 38 
Mr. Shea will present a draft revision to the Sewage and Water section. The members requested 39 

that he add a policy stating that the Munn site shall be kept as town property as a potential shared 40 
facility resource. On that note, Mr. Shea stated that the Selectboard needs to decide if they want to 41 
continue the loan program for the decentralized wastewater program now that the STAG funding 42 
source has ended and the program would have to continue and expand under the state’s Revolving 43 

Loan Fund. He explained the potential system in which case the town would borrow state money 44 
and private property owners pay back the town with interest. Mr. Brines suggested that the town’s 45 
credit could be affected negatively if the town is a guarantor of these loans, and wondered if the 46 

town’s loan capacity would be impacted because of this debt. Mr. Shea did not know if the 47 
municipal bond bank considered this in its decisions about lending towns money. The members 48 
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agreed to include a statement in the Town Plan that encouraged the Selectboard to at least 1 

investigate the option to consider continuing the shared wastewater loan program.  2 
 3 
The members wondered how much the program has cost the town thus far, above those costs 4 
which will be reimbursed by the STAG and Revolving Loan Fund. Mr. Shea estimated that it was 5 
about $150,000 in start up costs, plus $80,000-90,000 for the subsidy incentives to the first set of 6 

projects. The PZA will gather some funding information and numbers from the Treasurer. The 7 
members also requested the PZA ask the Water Commission if the water system can be expanded 8 
beyond the current service area under the existing capacity and permit. 9 
 10 
The members agreed to complete Chapter 7 and begin Chapter 4 (Housing) at the next meeting on 11 

February 7, 2017. They will also discuss the Mad River Park recreation field purchase. 12 
 13 

7. ADJOURNMENT— The meeting was adjourned at 9:40pm. 14 

 15 

 16 


