
 

WAITSFIELD PLANNING COMMISSION 1 

Draft Meeting Minutes 2 

Tuesday, March 21, 2017 3 

 4 
1. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm.   5 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Duncan Brines, Bob Cook, Jordan Gonda, Steve Shea. 6 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Todd White, Brian Voigt. 7 
STAFF PRESENT:  Susan Senning, PZA. 8 
OTHERS PRESENT:  None. 9 

 10 
2. REVISE AGENDA – None. 11 

 12 
3. PUBLIC FORUM – None. 13 

 14 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – The members reviewed and amended the February 21, 2017 15 

meeting minutes. The members unanimously adopted the amended minutes. As part of the 16 

minutes review, Mr. Cook wondered if the members could discuss further the potential for 17 

Irasville to be a Neighborhood Designation Area. Mr. Shea did not think the Village would qualify 18 
due to Irasville’s distance from a town center or designated downtown. The Neighborhood 19 
Designation Area status allows for additional funding which is a benefit to the town. Mr. Cook 20 

asked if the PZA could research and distribute the criteria for the state designation. 21 
 22 

5. ENERGY PLANNING –  The CVRPC municipal survey was due in early March so the members 23 
had directed the PZA to respond with general guidance to the contact at CVRPC, and then to 24 
provide them with the sections of the current Town Plan’s Energy Chapter that identify 25 

parameters and criteria for determining where to site renewable energy projects. The CVRPC 26 
contact, Marian Wolz, received the information and said it was useful at this stage of developing a 27 

regional map and plan. The members reviewed the timeline for the regional energy plan 28 
development that was presented by the CVRPC along with the survey. The members then 29 

discussed whether or not to develop their own town map of preferred locations, and decided it was 30 
not a priority in large part because of the time it would take to create it but also because of their 31 
more pressing deadline for Town Plan revisions.  32 

 33 

The CVRPC was satisfied with the town’s feedback thus far, and the members agreed to have the 34 
PZA check in to see if a regional map would be available prior to the public comment period. 35 
They also requested that the PZA reiterate the special concerns that the Town Plan addresses in 36 

siting renewables, especially those related to elevation and scenic areas. Ms. Wolz said that the 37 
CVRPC is developing a municipal map in addition to the regional map and that they are hoping to 38 
create an online mechanism for engaging towns in feedback before opening it up to public 39 

comment.  40 
 41 
6. OTHER BUSINESS & COMMITTEE/BOARD MEETINGS – The members discussed the 42 

Recreation District’s purchase of the Mad River Park recreation fields. The Waitsfield Selectboard 43 

was the only board to decide to contribute to the fields without voter approval at Town Meeting, 44 
largely due to the reserve funds available for this type of project. The other towns (Moretown, 45 
Warren, and Fayston) all passed an article at Town Meeting and will also contribute to the 46 

Recreation District’s purchase of the fields. 47 

 48 
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The members discussed the VT Council on Rural Development’s VT Climate Economy Model 1 

Communities Program to help create “climate smart” communities. Ms. Gonda had distributed a 2 
notice via email providing information for potential applicants. Due to other time-sensitive 3 
priorities and the deadline for this application (March 22), the members agreed they did not want 4 
to pursue this option at this time. The program will select two communities with which to work 5 
initially; the members thought they may want to reconsider applying if and when the next round of 6 

applications is announced. 7 
 8 
7. TOWN PLAN REVISIONS – The members reviewed the draft Request for Proposal (RFP) for a 9 

consultant to revise the Town Plan in order to finalize and distribute it. The PZA suggested that 10 
the scope be narrowed significantly, and the members decided to prioritize these areas of revision 11 

for any consultant who would be hired: 12 
1. Revise high-priority chapters (Ch. 4, 5, 8, and 12). 13 

2. Updates related to statutory requirements, including sections on flood resilience and 14 
Village Center designation support. 15 

3. Updates related to data and tables, including citations, in coordination with town staff 16 
and CVRPC. 17 

 18 
The members changed the work plan to specify that they would like to begin with the Goals, 19 
Policies, and Tasks at the end of each chapter. The members would decide on policy questions and 20 

then the consultant would be expected to use those updates to inform revisions in the narrative 21 
sections of each chapter.  22 

 23 
The PZA will revise the RFP as discussed and then distribute among the members for final 24 
approval via email. Then, she will distribute it to known consultants in the area, various email 25 

lists, and planning groups. The members will decide on a hiring committee and process once the 26 

deadline for RFPs approaches. 27 

 28 

8. ADJOURNMENT— The meeting was adjourned at 9:30pm. 29 

 30 

 31 


