
TOWN OF WAITSFIELD, VERMONT 

Water Commission Meeting Minutes of 

Thursday, May 19, 2016 

  

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 5:35 pm at the Waitsfield Town Office. 

Members Present:  Darryl Forrest, Jack Himmelsbach, Bill Parker, Peter Reynells 

Staff Present: Valerie Capels, Town Administrator; Carol Chamberlin, Recording Secretary 

 

II. Regular Business 

1.  Review agenda for addition, removal, or adjustment of any items per 1 VSA 

312(d)(3)(A). 

No adjustments were necessary. 

 

2.  Public Forum. 

Nobody was present for the public forum. 

 

3.  Bills payable had been reviewed and signed. 

 

4.  Operational matters. 

Bollards removal – A quote was received from Kingsbury Construction in the amount of $540; the 

method of removal was not specified, but Kingsbury had noted that the work would not affect the 

water system. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Reynells made a motion to accept the bid from Kingsbury Construction for the 

removal of the bollards at the Simmons property, subject to the bollards being removed by cutting 

them off rather than pulling them out of the ground.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Himmelsbach.  

All voted in favor. 

 

If Kingsbury had based their bid on the intention of pulling the bollards out, the matter will be 

revisited by the Commission. 

 

Town Office water connection application – The application has been submitted, but a plumber’s 

certificate is still needed.  Ms. Capels will follow up with Bob Cook regarding this matter. 

 

Plumbing inspection progress – It needs to be clarified whether the meter removal from the pit at 

House Needs has been completed; Lucky’s had inquired as to where to send the invoice for that work.  

Another check to Lucky in the amount of $1200 is being held, as there is further certification 

documentation to be received by the Commission. 

 

General Procedures – There was some discussion of the several properties which are debt service 

only and whose balances continue to grow each billing cycle.  It was noted that, should the decision 

be made to let these accounts buy out of the system for some set amount, they will then be required to 

buy back in at a much higher cost should they opt to receive water in the future.  It was also noted 

that equity among all the users must be considered, as any portion of the debt service that is no longer 

paid by these properties will need to be covered by the users of the system. For most of these 

properties, money has been invested in the account as lines and curb stops are installed.  It was 

recognized that these types of processes and procedures must be clarified during the revision to the 

Ordinance. 
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5.  Billing matters. 

Delinquencies report – Delinquencies are higher than usual this billing cycle, at about $11K.  The 

shut off process will begin soon. 

 

Liens applied – No new liens were applied 

 

Meters – Mr. Forrest explained that metering Mad Taco would provide a better sense of their water 

consumption, and he proposed that the Commission supply a meter to be installed where it may 

provide kitchen water use readings.   

 

MOTION:  Mr. Reynells made a motion to approve $140 +/- for the purchase of meter to be installed 

at Mad Taco.  Stuart Baraw will be responsible for installing the meter.  The motion was seconded by 

Mr. Himmelsbach.  All voted in favor. 

 

6.  WC budget  
Budget progress through April – The financial reports were reviewed and it was noted that things are 

on target and it is likely that the year will end with a surplus, which may then be moved to a reserve 

fund.  

 

7.  Public Relations and Outreach .  

VT Alert procedure – the logistics of this informational service are still being worked out. 

 

8.  Goals 

Work continues by Robin Morris on the Ordinance revisions.  He continues to meet with the 

consultant. 

 

9.  Review of April 13, 2016 minutes. 

MOTION: Mr. Parker made a motion to approve the minutes of April 13, 2016.  The motion was 

seconded by Mr. Reynells.  All voted in favor. 

 

10.  Commissioners’ Round Table. 

Lawson’s Brewery – Mr. Parker reported that he had spoken with Sean Lawson about the high 

volume of water use that his proposed Waitsfield brewery will have; he invited Mr. Lawson to attend 

an upcoming Commission meeting.  The group noted that the Commission will be considering 

various rate structures during the review of the Ordinance. 

 

III. Other Business. 

No other business came before the Commission. 

 

IV. Adjourn. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:22 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Carol Chamberlin  reviewed by Valerie Capels 

Recording Secretary    Town Administrator 


