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DATE: August 6, 2018 

RE: Dana Hill Road – frequently asked questions (v.02) 

  
This memo is the second edition (v.02) of the frequently asked questions associated with the Dana Hill Road 
reclassification consideration process. This is a companion document to the prior edition (v.01). The documents 
are intended to be iterative.  
 
Q: What is the status of potential grant funding? 
A: The Town, with and through the Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission, has requested an 
extension of the Class 4 grants-in-aid grant program. A one-year extension is preferred, as it allows greater time 
to plan and prepare for the work. If one-year is not possible, an extension to the end of the fiscal year is 
workable. The extra time would allow for development of a scope of work, solicitation of a contractor, and 
identification of the source of the local match. The grant, without an extension, expires at the end of August 
2018. As of this writing, the Town and CVRPC are still waiting for an answer from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) on the extension request.  
 
If grant funds are not available, the Town has seven years (until 2025) to complete the work required for permit 
compliance on Dana Hill Road. The work could be budgeted for as part of a larger permit compliance and water 
quality plan for Town roads.  
 
Q: How does reclassification affect property values (follow-up from a question in v.01)? 
A: Matt Musgraves, Advocacy and Development Director of the Vermont Association of Realtors, said that his 
organization believes property values are impacted by reclassification. In the cases where the change in value is 
most notable, the roads reclassified include four-season homes with year-round access tied into utility 
infrastructure (electric, primarily). The lack of winter maintenance, combined with the lack of connection to 
utility infrastructure for any individual property, would make the impact of reclassification on property values 
more marginal. Matt offered to contact a seasoned local realtor to provide an initial analysis, given that real 
estate is a, “localized object.” This information will be available during the Board’s deliberative window.  
 
As was referenced in an earlier version of the FAQs, the Vermont Division of Property Valuation and Review 
does not gather data that would help answer the question of reclassification impact. The Division advised that a 
detailed market analysis by a licensed appraiser may be the best way for individual property owners to answer 
this question.  
 
Q: How are timber harvesting plans (logging) impacted by reclassification? 
A: Reclassification of Dana Hill Road, by itself, would not impact the ability of any of the landowners to 
harvest timber.  
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Coordination is crucial to avoiding conflicts between improvements and use, and to prevent or mitigate any 
additional road damage that could be caused by timber harvesting. Those logging could be responsible for 
repairing any damage caused, pursuant to 19 V.S.A. § 1108.  
 
The draft Camel’s Hump Long-Range Management Plan, created by the Department of Forests, Parks and 
Recreation, lists 2020 as a timber harvest year for what is known as the Howe Block. The Howe Block can be 
accessed by Dana Hill Road. Summer logging by the State would then be scheduled to occur once every four 
years (in 2024, 2028, and 2032). This schedule does not include timber harvesting other landowners may 
engage in.  
 
Q: What is the process now that the public hearing has been continued to August 13th? 
A: The process remains the same, as the 60-day window for the Selectboard to issue its decision does not begin 
until the public hearing is closed. The continuation of the public hearing from 7/23 to 8/13 pushes the beginning 
and end of that deliberation window back by about three weeks. Deliberations will occur at Selectboard 
meetings, which are warned in advance and open to the public.  
 
Q: Has the cost of work identified been updated? 
A: No, as the focus on work has been on the permit compliance efforts estimated to be within the $10,000 to 
$12,000 range during the 7/18 site visit. The estimate focuses on approximately 1,700' of hydrologically-
connected road that starts at the end of the Class 3 section. Work identified includes repair and installation of 
water bars, culvert cleaning and installation of headers, creating water disbursement areas where possible, and 
ditch improvements.  
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