
 

WAITSFIELD PLANNING COMMISSION 1 
Meeting Minutes 2 

Tuesday, September 17, 2019 3 
 4 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  7:02 pm. 5 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Jordan Gonda Steve Shea, Robert Cook, Duncan Brines, Alice Peal, 6 
Brian Voigt 7 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Ann Marie Harmon 8 
STAFF PRESENT:  Christopher Damiani. 9 
OTHERS PRESENT: Dan Currier, Zach Maia  10 

 11 
2. REVISIONS TO AGENDA, IF ANY: None 12 

 13 
3. PUBLIC FORUM: None 14 

 15 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 16 

a. September 17, 2019: Ms. Peal motioned to approve the August 6, 2019 minutes. Mr. 17 
Voigt seconded. All voted in favor 18 

5. STAFF REPORT:  19 
Beyond the written staff report, the PZA reported that he submitted the municipal planning 20 
grant earlier in the day before the deadline and reported no issues with the online submission 21 
process. The PZA also expanded on the PZA vacancy and stated that Claire at CVRPC will be 22 
the interim zoning administrator one day a week and if the PC needs something before a 23 
meeting to contact the town administrator.  24 

6. OTHER BUSINESS AND BOARD/ COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 25 
The PC discussed the meeting with the Selectboard regarding the Planned Hamlet 26 
Development Regulations and the municipal planning grant. The Planning Commission also 27 
thanked Chris for his work in the Town of Waitsfield.  28 

 29 
7. ENERGY PLANNING 30 

Zach provided an overview of what energy pathways which help the community decide how 31 
they are going to get to the targets. He stated that the pathways are geared towards the four 32 
areas of the energy planning , conservation & energy, transportation, land use, and generation 33 
& siting. Zach went through standards 6-9 in the energy standards checklist which is the list 34 
that will be used when the town applies for their energy determination. He went through each 35 
standard and provided example pathways that the town can include in their pathways in the 36 
municipal plan. Zach and Dan emphasized that standard 9C can’t be fully calculated until the 37 
Planning Commission finishes its preferred, constraint and unsuitable areas to calculate 38 
whether the town has sufficient land for renewable energy development. Zach and Dan then 39 
went into the draft plan that have started and discussed the areas where information has been 40 
changed or added. They also stated that a lot of the changes were based off of the standards 41 
checklist that was done at the beginning of the energy planning where they analyzed the current 42 
plan to the standards. The PZA will ensure that Planning Commission members have a copy of 43 
that. The PZA also asked the RPC staff to add baseline data to relevant data tables in the draft 44 
plan. Ms. Gonda asked about what the process is for developers who have gotten a letter of 45 
support from the town or RPC. The PZA stated that he will provide a process that he used at his 46 
previous job. Dan went over the maps that they brought which were an updated current solar 47 
locations overlaid on top of the solar potential layer. He also went over the solar potential map 48 
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that had scenic road buffers overlaid. The Planning Commission also discussed the “like to 1 
like” rule of the energy planning which allows towns to limit energy generation based on what 2 
is allowed for similar types of development. If an area of town is off limits to regular 3 
development then a town could also limit energy generation projects in those same areas. Zach 4 
and Dan stated that they will incorporate all the comments that were discussed at the meeting 5 
and bring it back to the PC in either November or December.  6 

 7 
8. ZONING & SUBDIVISION AMENDMENTS 8 

The Planning Commission discussed the upcoming Selectboard public hearing. The PZA also 9 
asked Mr. Voigt if he could provide the PHD map with just the Agricultural- Residential 10 
zoning district clipped to not provide confusion of where PHDs are allowed. Once the PZA 11 
receives that he will send it over to the Town Administrator for the Selectboard.  12 

 13 
9. ADJOURNMENT- Mr. Shea motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 P.M. Ms. Peal 14 

seconded, and all were in favor.  15 


