
 

 

         TOWN OF WAITSFIELD 

        SELECTBOARD MEETING 

Monday, February 17, 2020, 6:30 P.M. 

Waitsfield Town Office 

 

    Agenda 
 

I. Call to Order: 6:30 P.M. 

 

II. Regular Business.  

 

1. Agenda additions, removals, or adjustments per 1 V.S.A. § 312 (d) (3) (A).   

 

2. Public forum.  
(5 +/- min.)  

 

3. PUBLIC HEARING – Proposed Local Option Tax Charter Amendment. 
  (45-60 +/- min.) 

 

4. Bills payable and Treasurer’s warrants.  
(5 +/- min.) 

 

III. Adjourn. 

 
 

Selectboard Members 

Paul Hartshorn, Chair 

Sal Spinosa, V. Chair 

Kellee Mazer 

Darryl Forrest 

Jon Jamieson 

 

All times are 

approximate. 

 

Changes in the items and 

order of the agenda may 

occur. 

 

 

Town Clerk/Asst. 

Treasurer 

Jennifer Peterson 

 

Town Treasurer/ Asst. 

Clerk 

Sandra Gallup 

 

Town Administrator 

Trevor Lashua 

 

Planning & Zoning 

Administrator/E-911 

Coordinator 

Annie Decker Dell’Isola 

 

Road Foreman 

Rodney Jones 

 

Fire Chief 

Tripp Johnson 

 

 

 

 

Waitsfield Town Office 

4144 Main Street 

Waitsfield, VT  05673 

(802) 496-2218 

www.waitsfieldvt.us 
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Waitsfield Town Administrator’s Report 1 

February 17, 2020 2 

 3 

II.  REGULAR BUSINESS. 4 

 5 

Item II.3. PUBLIC HEARING – Proposed Local Option Tax Charter Amendment.  6 

This is second of two public hearings required by State statute.  7 

 8 

The Selectboard also held a pair of advisory, or additional, non-required, public hearings (11/11/19 and 9 

12/09/19). Other opportunities for public discussion include the Selectboard’s 3/2 meeting (the night 10 

prior to Town Meeting, often used as an informational session) and Town Meeting itself (3/3).    11 

 12 

The following items are enclosed (and are similar/identical to previously provided items): 13 

• A revised version (to reflect the language on the warning and the passage of the amendment 14 

deadline) of the “official” copy of the charter amendment, as filed with the Town Clerk.  15 

• The charter amendment timeline.  16 

• A “Frequently Asked Questions” (FAQs) document that attempts to ask and answer common 17 

questions about the charter amendment and local option taxes (while staying away from any 18 

specific proposals on how to use the funds). This includes a table showing estimated local option 19 

tax revenue for Waitsfield for FY17, FY18, and FY19. This is also posted to the Town’s website.  20 

 21 

As noted, the deadline to further amend the proposed charter change has passed (2/12/20). 22 

 23 

The hearing is opened and closed by the chair.  24 

 25 

Recommendation: 26 

Formal action is not required.  27 

 28 

Item II.4. Bills payable and Treasurer’s warrants. 29 

Staff will have a warrant for review and signature.  30 

 31 

Recommendation: 32 

Approval and signature, where appropriate.  33 

 34 

 35 

Respectfully submitted, 36 

Trevor Lashua, Town Administrator 37 
 38 
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TOWN OF WAITSFIELD 
 

Memorandum 
 

TO: Jennifer Peterson, Town Clerk 

FROM: Trevor M. Lashua, Town Administrator 

DATE: February 13, 2020 

RE: Official “filing” of Local Option Tax Charter Amendment. [Revised to reflect Town 

Meeting warning] 

 

The proposed amendment to the charter of the Town of Waitsfield is below. This is a revised 

version of the memo that was filed on January 17th as required by State statute. The Waitsfield 

Selectboard adopted the language shown at its January 6, 2020 meeting; the charter amendment 

language was included in the Town Meeting warning adopted on January 27, 2020.  

 

No other changes have been made to the memo, except for the introductory text.   

 

The underlining of amendment language is required by State statute, and is how the amendment 

appears on ballots.  

 

“Article 9: Shall the Charter of the Town of Waitsfield be amended to include the following as 

Section 6:  

 

(a) Upon motion approved by the Selectboard, or upon receipt of a petition submitted to the 

Selectboard signed by five percent of registered voters of the Town, the voters of the 

Town may vote, at an annual or special meeting warned for the purpose, by a majority of 

those present and voting, to assess any or all of the following: 

(1) A one percent sales tax; 

(2) A one percent rooms tax; 

(3) A one percent meals and alcoholic beverage tax.   

 

(b) A vote on local option taxes shall be conducted by Australian ballot. 

  

(c) A tax imposed under the authority of this section shall be collected and administered, and 

may be rescinded, as provided by the general laws of the State of Vermont.”  
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START 

     TOWN OF WAITSFIELD – PROPOSED LOCAL OPTION TAX CHARTER AMENDMENT TIMELINE 

As adopted (10-07-19);Statutory process based on 17 V.S.A. § 2645 [“Charters;adoption, repeal, or amendment;procedure”] END 

10/21/19

•The Selectboard has a general
discussion about local option
taxes, identifies items for
research, and begins identifying
what the public information and
feedback plan is.

11/11/19

•The Selectboard holds its first
advisory public hearing on
local option taxes.

11/25/19

•The Selectboard reviews draft
charter amendment language,
discusses feedback received to
date, reviews research results,
and adopts a public
information plan.

12/9/19

•The Selectboard holds a second,
and final, advisory public hearing.
At the close of the hearing, the
Board generally discusses the
proposal and identifies any
research items, tasks, etc.

12/23/19

•The Selectboard adopts the
language for the charter
amendment.

12/27/19

•The warning for the first
public hearing required by
statute is sent to the Valley
Reporter and posted generally.

1/2/20

•The warning for the first
required public hearing
appears in the Valley Reporter.

1/17/20

•The official copy of the
proposed charter amendment
must be filed no later than this
day.

•The warning for the second
required public hearing is
transmitted to the Valley
Reporter and posted generally.

1/23/20

•The warning for the second
required public hearing
appears in the Valley Reporter;
additional notice of the first
hearing (1/27) is included.

01/27/20

•The Selectboard holds the first
of the two required public
hearings.

02/12/20

•This is the deadline for any
amendments to the proposed
charter amendment.

02/17/20

•The Selectboard holds the
second of the two required
public hearings.

03/02/20

•The Selectboard holds a final
informational session/public
hearing the night before the
vote.

03/03/20

TOWN MEETING 2020

•The charter amendment is
voted upon by Australian

ballot. 

3/13/20

The final day for certification of 
results. If approved, the charter 
amendment is referred to the 
Vermont Secretary of State's 

office, which is responsible for 
transmittal to the legislature.
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01/29/20 

TOWN OF WAITSFIELD 

PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT 

TO ENABLE LOCAL OPTION TAXES 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: What is the question before voters? 

A: Whether or not to amend the charter to enable the Town to levy a one percent local option tax (LOT) 

on sales, rooms, meals, and alcohol. If approved, the charter amendment would not implement the tax, it 

would only provide the Town with the ability to implement it following a subsequent affirmative vote to 

do so.  

Q: Why is it necessary to amend the charter? 

A: State law allows two ways for municipalities to levy local option taxes. 

The first requires a municipality to “pass” an eligibility test established in statute in the wake of Act 60, 

the education funding law passed in the 1990s. Waitsfield is not eligible, as it does not meet the criteria 

established for the time period described in law (generally between 1997 and 1999).  

The second is to adopt or amend a municipal charter. Municipal charters are, in the most basic sense, local 

versions of and modifications to State law. Authorization to levy local option taxes established in a 

charter renders the eligibility test moot. Waitsfield’s charter was approved in 2015.  

Q: How is a charter amended? 

A: The process has three basic steps – local action, legislative action, and gubernatorial action. 

The first step (local action) is presenting a proposed charter amendment to voters. The question will be 

voted on by Australian ballot at Town Meeting, as required by State law1.  

If voters approve the amendment, the next step is the approval of the Vermont House of Representatives 

and the Vermont Senate. The third step, approval from the Governor, is the final hurdle to the charter 

amendment becoming effective.  

State law also allows an article approved at Town Meeting to be reconsidered, and possibly rescinded. A 

petition would need to be filed within 30 days of Town Meeting, and the vote would need to be held 

within 60 days of receipt of the petition.  

Q: Can the charter amendment be discussed from the floor at Town Meeting? 

A: Yes2. There are also two official public hearings (one already held on 1/27; the next on 2/17 at 6:30 

p.m.), two Selectboard meetings (2/10 and 2/24), and the Town Meeting informational session held the

night before (3/2). 

1 17 V.S.A. § 2645 (A) 
2 17 V.S.A. § 2640 (c) (1) 
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01/29/20 

Q: How does the local option tax work? 

A: Local option taxes are one percent surcharges on transactions from the four eligible categories – sales, 

rooms, meals, and alcohol.  

The tax is collected at the point of purchase and first remanded to the State. The State keeps 30% of any 

revenue collected; the remaining 70% is returned to the municipality minus a per return fee of $5.96.  

Q: How much would a local option tax raise in Waitsfield? 

A: The table below shows the estimated yield. The baseline data is from the Vermont Department of 

Taxes, as is the methodology used to estimate the per return fee totals.  

Fiscal Year 1% Total 
30% State 

Share 

70% Town 

Share 

Per return 

fee 

Town final 

share 

FY17 $574,131 $172,239 $401,892 $7,768 $394,124 

FY18 $569,435 $170,830 $398,605 $7,464 $391,141 

FY19 $563,354 $169,006 $394,348 $7,565 $386,783 

Q: If enabled, how will the tax proceeds be spent? 

A: How to spend any local option tax proceeds has not been determined. All the charter amendment does 

is enable local option taxes to be levied. If voters approve the charter amendment, a discussion on 

potential uses, structures, and proposals would occur prior to a vote to implement a local option tax. 

Q: When would the discussion about the use of LOT funds likely occur? 

A: No schedule has been set. Based on discussions to date, the likeliest period is between the March 2020 

charter amendment vote and November 2020.  

Q: What happens if voters reject the proposed charter amendment? 

A: If voters reject the proposed charter amendment, the Town remains unable to levy local option taxes. 

The charter amendment would still be required if the Town ever did want to, barring a change to State 

law. A petition to reconsider and rescind a “no” vote may also be filed in this scenario. 

Q: Where can I find more information on local option taxes? 

A: The Town’s website (www.waitsfieldvt.us) and the Waitsfield Town Offices. The information 

available is specific only to the charter amendment and local option taxes, and does not include any 

proposals on potential uses.   
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