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TOWN OF WAITSFIELD 

SELECTBOARD MEETING 

Monday, July 27, 2020 

6:30 P.M. 

*Please see note below for access* 
 

I. Call to Order: 6:30 P.M. 

 

II. Regular Business.  

1. Agenda additions, removals, or adjustments per 1 V.S.A. § 312 (d) (3) (A). 

2. Public forum. (5 +/- min.) 

3. Hearing to Consider Potential Violations of the Dog Ordinance [at-large, barking]. (30 +/- min.) 

4. By Request: Resident Concerns with a Neighboring Property. (25 +/- min.) 

5. Updates to Re-Opening Policies and Protocols and the Mask Resolution*. (20 +/- min.) 

6. FY21 Selectboard Goals and Priorities. (25 +/- min.) 

7. Consider Approving the Minutes of 05/04/20, 05/18/20, and 06/08/20. (5 +/- min.) 

8. Bills payable and Treasurer’s warrants. (5 +/- min.) 

9. Selectboard roundtable. (10 +/- min.) 

10. Town Administrator’s report. (5 +/- min.)  

 

III. Other Business.   

1. Correspondence/reports received.   

 

IV. Adjourn. 

 

*Both adjusted to reflect the Governor’s 7/24 announcement of a statewide mask mandate, effective 

August 1st. Please see the Town Administrator’s report (www.waitsfield.vt.us) for additional detail.   

 

*PLEASE NOTE: Public Access to this meeting will be remote-only, via Zoom. To watch and participate, 

please use the following link: 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9190265312?pwd=ZXdzbm4vZXJNRGpXYUJ4d0JGbVBpdz09  

 

Meeting ID: 919 026 5312 

Passcode: 651855 

Phone: 1 (929) 205-6099 

 

Anyone wishing to speak can do so during the designated times, as indicated by the chair. 

 

Questions and comments can be sent to townadmin@gmavt.net during the meeting. 

 
 

ALL TIMES ARE APPROXIMATE 

mailto:townadmin@gmavt.net
http://www.waitsfield.vt.us/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9190265312?pwd=ZXdzbm4vZXJNRGpXYUJ4d0JGbVBpdz09
mailto:townadmin@gmavt.net


1 

 

Waitsfield Town Administrator’s Report 1 

July 27, 2020 2 

 3 

*PLEASE NOTE: Public Access to this meeting will be remote-only, via Zoom. To watch and 4 

participate, please use the following link: 5 

 6 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9190265312?pwd=ZXdzbm4vZXJNRGpXYUJ4d0JGbVBpdz09 7 

 8 

Meeting ID: 919 026 5312 9 

Password: 651855 10 

By phone: 1 (929) 205-6099 11 

 12 

Anyone wishing to speak can do so during the designated times, as indicated by the chair. 13 

 14 

Questions and comments can be sent to townadmin@gmavt.net during the meeting. 15 

 16 

II.  REGULAR BUSINESS. 17 

 18 

Item II.3. Hearing to Consider Potential Violations of the Dog Ordinance [at-large, barking].  19 

A hearing on potential violations of the at-large and excessive barking sections of the Waitsfield dog 20 

ordinance for a dog owned by Ashley Metevier (“Ellie”) was planned for spring but postponed due to 21 

closures prompted by COVID-19.  22 

 23 

The Town received a “formal complaint” at a meeting, alleging that Ellie had been at-large (off leash 24 

and off the premises of the owner) on March 11th, March 18th, and numerous other occasions. A second 25 

complaint alleges that the dog was at-large again on June 22nd. Once a formal complaint has been lodged 26 

the Town may generally hold a hearing.  27 

 28 

When the second complaint was lodged, concerns about excessive barking were expressed by other 29 

neighbors. The two letters sent to the dog’s owner are enclosed (from March and July). 30 

 31 

The amended dog ordinance (enclosed) is in effect. The long-simmering changes to the ordinance were 32 

underway before a formal complaint was lodged.  33 

 34 

The proposed process follows the one used to hold a hearing and make a decision on an incident 35 

involving three dogs last summer.  36 

 37 

The chair will formally open the hearing, and first hear from the individual lodging a formal complaint 38 

(Fred Messer). The dog owner (Ashley Metevier) would follow. The Board, after hearing from each, can 39 

ask questions and allow for additional dialogue. The Board could also hear from anyone else interested 40 

in participating. The chair closes the hearing when appropriate, and the Board deliberates to determine 41 

what action, if any, is to be taken.  42 

 43 

The Board’s decision, when rendered, is formalized in writing.  44 

 45 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9190265312?pwd=ZXdzbm4vZXJNRGpXYUJ4d0JGbVBpdz09
mailto:townadmin@gmavt.net
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Recommendation: Hold the hearing, deliberate, and render a decision based on the facts and 46 

circumstances presented.  47 

 48 

Item II.4. By Request: Resident Concerns with a Neighboring Property.  49 

Section III.G of the Board’s adopted rules of procedure allow an individual(s) to request to be added to a 50 

meeting agenda. Chris Mack of Mehuron Drive has asked for time to discuss his concerns with a 51 

neighboring property (the Wine Shoppe/Another Man’s Treasure buildings), particularly items and a 52 

structure behind the buildings.  53 

 54 

The area was examined by the Town Health Officer, who issued the enclosed report (finding that no 55 

health hazard exists). The property does not likely meet the State’s threshold for salvage yard or other 56 

enforcement action.  57 

 58 

A copy of an ordinance regulating vacant buildings, blighted premises, and dangerous property adopted 59 

by the Village of Essex Junction is enclosed. The Town’s toolbox, with regards to the ability to address 60 

the concerns raised at this time, is quite limited. Compliance with health standards and/or State 61 

standards are the two pathways generally attempted.   62 

 63 

Adopting an ordinance would provide a greater set of tools – but such ordinances need to be as clear as 64 

possible, include protocols that ensure due process, and include mechanisms to help avoid use as a tool 65 

to settle aesthetic disagreements between neighbors.  66 

 67 

Recommendation: Formal action is neither required nor anticipated.  68 

 69 

Item II.5. Updates to Re-Opening Policies and Protocols and the Mask Resolution.  70 

On Friday morning, the governor announced a statewide mask mandate, effective 8/1. The 71 

announcement effectively renders the local resolution encouraging masks ineffective.  72 

 73 

The public will be required to wear masks in any public place (businesses, municipal buildings, retail 74 

establishments, and so on) and outdoors when social distancing standards cannot be met.  75 

 76 

The earlier version of the agenda included consideration of proposed alterations to the Town’s reopening 77 

plan. Those simple amendments would have clarified how the Town would comply with both its own 78 

resolution and required or recommended guidance from State entities (such as the Vermont Agency of 79 

Commerce and Community Development, among others).  80 

 81 

The Statewide mandate makes such changes unnecessary (the opening and operations plan already 82 

complies). Unless otherwise directed by the Board, staff will not make any updates or proceed with 83 

distribution of the resolution as adopted given the governor’s action.  84 

 85 

Staff is working to clarify if the resolution adopted on Monday (7/20) should be formally rescinded in 86 

light of the statewide mandate. If so, a motion will be presented for the Board’s consideration.  87 

 88 

A copy of the addendum to executive order 01-20 is enclosed.  89 
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 90 

Recommendation:  91 

Formal action is not required for the reopening and operations plan, as adopted in May. The Board may 92 

be asked to consider a motion rescinding the resolution adopted on 7/20.  93 

 94 

Item II.6. FY21 Selectboard Goals and Priorities. 95 

This was pushed from the 7/13 agenda. The Board adopts goals and priorities annually. The goals and 96 

priorities from last year are enclosed, and include notes on progress made (or not).  97 

 98 

The proposed process is to discuss the list Monday and identify any additions, deletions, or alterations. 99 

A revised version of the memo would then be presented for adoption on 8/10.  100 

 101 

Recommendation: 102 

Formal action is not required; consider identifying goals and priorities for addition, deletion, or 103 

alteration for FY21.  104 

 105 

Item II.7. Consider Approving the Minutes of 05/04/20, 05/18/20, and 06/08/20.   106 

To borrow from the 07/13/20 report: “During COVID, and the corresponding remote meeting cycle, the 107 

practice of reviewing and adopting meeting minutes was shelved. The approval ‘backlog’ will be 108 

reduced incrementally across multiple meetings, with roughly three sets of minutes per meeting. The 109 

backlog would be cleared by the 08/10/20 meeting.”  110 

 111 

Recommendation: 112 

Consider a motion approving the minutes of 05/04/20, 05/18/20, and 06/08/20 as presented or amended. 113 

 114 

Item II.8. Bills payable and Treasurer’s warrants. 115 

 116 

Recommendation: 117 

Consider a motion approving the bills payable and treasurer’s warrants.   118 

 119 

III.  OTHER BUSINESS 120 

Item III.1. Correspondence/Documents/Reports received. 121 

a. None to report. Most of the correspondence received in the past two weeks was related 122 

to masks, and has been separately provided.  123 

 124 

Town Administrator’s Report (II.10; out-of-sequence) 125 

 126 

a. Planned Hamlet Developments/Zoning Proposals. 127 

The next discussion on the proposal is planned for the Board’s 8/10 agenda.  128 

 129 

b. Village West Sidewalk – Project Update.  130 

The latest project calendar has the bids out in January, with the project underway and completed in 131 

2021. There was some consideration of bidding the project this month to take advantage of the unusual 132 
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circumstances presented by COVID-19. Concerns with the construction schedule (namely whether or 133 

not the project could be completed before winter) and pricing led to the choice of January.  134 

 135 

c. Covered Bridge Jumping and Signage.  136 

New signs are due next week; five were ordered to ensure a supply. The constable was contacted and 137 

will stop by periodically to help mitigate or prevent bridge jumping occurrences.   138 

 139 

d. Ridges-to-Rivers.  140 

The Selectboard has yet to appoint a representative to the Ridges-to-Rivers group. The group will 141 

present on its purpose and work at the 8/24 meeting.   142 
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TOWN OF WAITSFIELD 
July 6, 2020 
 

Ashley Metevier 

1241 North Road 

Waitsfield, VT 05673 

 

Ms. Metevier,  

 

The Town of Waitsfield is writing to schedule a hearing for possible violations of the dog ordinance as 

foretold in a letter dated March 23, 2020 (enclosed).  

 

The Town received a second “formal” complaint regarding Ellie running at large on the morning of 

June 22nd. This follows the first formal complaint in March and a number of informally reported 

incidents. Dogs running at-large (off leash and off the premises of the owner) is prohibited by Section 

6 of the Waitsfield Dog Ordinance. 

 

The Town does note that the general number of running at-large calls has dropped since March. Efforts 

taken to reduce the occurrence of at-large incidents are commended and encouraged to continue. 

  

In June, the Town received complaints alleging excessive barking; unreasonable barking or howling is 

prohibited by Section 11 of the Waitsfield dog ordinance.  

 

The Selectboard has been asked to hold a hearing. The proposed date is Monday, July 27th at 

approximately 6:30 p.m. At the hearing, the Selectboard will review the complaint, talk to those 

involved, and deliberate on potential actions. A remote option, such as Zoom or a conference call, will 

be available should you wish not to attend in-person due to COVID-19.  

 

At the close of the hearing, the Selectboard will deliberate on what action, if any, to take to remedy 

concerns related to running at-large and barking. Please note that the hearing would occur when a 

revised version of the Waitsfield dog ordinance is in effect. The revised ordinance is enclosed, as is an 

article from the American Kennel Club on excessive barking and potential actions to reduce it.  

 

Please contact the Town Administrator’s office with any questions or concerns.  

 

Regards,  

 
Trevor M. Lashua 

Town Administrator 

 
Cc: The Waitsfield Selectboard 
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TOWN OF WAITSFIELD 
 

March 23, 2020 

 

Ashley Metevier 

1241 North Road 

Waitsfield, VT 05673 

 

 

Ms. Metevier,  

 

The Town of Waitsfield received a formal complaint regarding your dog Ellie.  

 

The complaint alleges that Ellie was running at-large on March 11th at approximately 8:30 a.m. and 

again on March 18th around noon. Though this is the first “formal” complaint, there are a number of 

previously reported incidents of Ellie running at-large.  

 

The Selectboard, upon receipt of such a complaint, is empowered by its dog ordinance to hold a 

hearing to determine what, if any action, may be taken. Once the various restrictions on public 

events has passed, the Town is likely to hold that hearing.  

 

A hearing may be avoided if there is proof of some kind of remedy that greatly reduces the number 

of instances the dog is off the property. Potential remedies include, but may not necessarily be 

limited to, one or more of the following: a properly installed run, a tie-out from the door, a gate and 

fence combination, effective electronic fencing, and/or use of a crate inside or outside the house 

while you are away.  

 

Please contact the Town Administrator’s office with any questions or concerns.  

 

 

Regards,  

 
 

Trevor M. Lashua 

Town Administrator 

 

 
Cc: The Waitsfield Selectboard 
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TOWN OF WAITSFIELD 1 

2 
3 

DOG ORDINANCE 
Adopted April 1989 

Revised May 20204 
5 

Section 1. Authority.  6 

The Town of Waitsfield adopted this ordinance under the authority of 20 V.S.A. § 3549, 24 V.S.A. §§ 2291 7 
(10), (14), and (15), and 24 V.S.A. Chapter 59.  8 

9 
Section 2. Purpose.  10 
The purpose of this ordinance is to regulate the keeping of dogs and wolf hybrids, prohibit running at-large, and 11 

to provide for the leashing, muzzling, restraint, impoundment, and destruction as necessary to protect public 12 
health and safety.  13 

14 

Section 3. Definitions. 15 
For the purposes of this ordinance, the following definitions apply: 16 

17 

1. Dog – refers to any member of the canine species. For the purposes of this ordinance, the term shall18 
also apply to wolf-hybrids and working farm dogs.19 

2. Domestic Animal – refers to the animals listed in 6 V.S.A. § 1151 (2), including, but not necessarily20 
limited to, cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, and poultry.21 

3. Domestic Pet – refers to the animals listed in 20 V.S.A. § 3541 (3), including, but not necessarily22 

limited to, dogs, cats, and such other domestic animals as determined by the Secretary of23 
Agriculture, Food, and Markets by rule.24 

4. Enforcement Officer – refers to any constable, police officer, animal control officer, dog warden,25 
humane officer, health officer, or any other person designated as an enforcement officer by the26 

Selectboard.27 
5. Owner – refers to any person with actual or constructive possession of a dog, including persons who28 

provide food and shelter to a dog.29 

6. Potentially vicious dog – refers to a dog running at-large that inflicts injuries on a person; chases,30 
threatens to attack, or attacks another dog, domestic animal, or domestic pet; causes personal31 

property damage; chase a person; or causes any person to reasonably fear attack or bodily injury.32 
This definition shall not apply if a dog was protecting itself, its offspring, another domestic pet or33 
animal, or person from attack. This definition shall not apply if a person attacked was found to have34 

been engaged in teasing, tormenting, battering, assaulting, injuring, or otherwise provoking a dog.35 
7. Rabbits – refers to rabbits, regardless of whether or not they are kept as domestic animals or36 

domestic pets, or in some other fashion.37 
8. Running At-large – refers to a dog that is:38 

a. Not on a leash, cord, chain, or other restraint.39 
b. Not in a vehicle.40 
c. Not on the owner’s premises.41 
d. Not on the premises, with permission, of another person.42 
e. Not clearly under the verbal or non-verbal control of the owner.43 

f. Not hunting with the owner.44 
9. Selectboard – refers to the legislative body of the Town of Waitsfield.45 
10. Town – refers to the Town of Waitsfield.46 
11. Vicious dog – refers to a dog found, following the process and procedures established in this47 

ordinance and/or State statute, to have inflicted injury on a person, chased, threatened to attack, or48 
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attacked another dog, domestic animal, or domestic pet; caused personal property damage; chased a 49 

person; or caused any person to reasonably fear attack or bodily injury. This definition shall not 50 
apply if a dog was protecting itself, its offspring, another domestic pet or animal, or person from 51 
attack. This definition shall not apply if a person attacked was found to have teased, tormented, 52 
battered, assaulted, injured, or otherwise provoked a dog.  53 

12. Wolf hybrid – refers to any dog that is the progeny of a dog and a wolf, is advertised or described as54 

a wolf hybrid, or exhibits primary physical and/or behavioral wolf characteristics.55 
13. Working farm dog – refers to a dog bred or trained to herd or protect livestock or poultry or to56 

protect crops and is used for those purposes. The dog shall also be registered as a working farm dog57 
pursuant to State law.58 

59 

Section 4. License Required. 60 
The owner of a dog that is more than six (6) months old shall cause it to be registered, numbered, described, and 61 

licensed in accordance with the provisions of Title 20, Chapter 193 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated, as 62 
amended. 63 

64 
A person who keeps a dog contrary to the license provisions of this ordinance shall be in violation of this 65 

ordinance. All unlicensed dogs found within the limits of the Town may be impounded. 66 
67 

The Town may require a late licensure fee in accordance with the provisions of 20 V.S.A. § 3582. 68 
69 

The owner of a dog(s) found in violation of this section may be charged a penalty in accordance with the 70 

following table: 71 
72 

Offense Number Penalty Waiver Fee 

1st offense $25 $10 

2nd offense $50 $25 

3rd and subsequent 

offense 

$75 $50 

73 

Section 5. Collar Required. 74 
The owner of a dog shall ensure that, whenever a dog shall be off the premises of the owner, a collar or harness 75 

is fastened securely with the license tag issued by the Town attached. It shall be unlawful for any person other 76 
than the owner or their agent or any officer to remove a license tag from a dog. 77 

78 
A dog visiting from out of Town or state shall wear a collar or harness with a current license from its home 79 
municipality or state attached.  80 

81 
The owner of a dog(s) found in violation of this section may be charged a penalty in accordance with the 82 

following table: 83 
84 

Offense Number Penalty Waiver Fee 

1st offense $25 $10 

2nd offense $50 $25 

3rd and subsequent 

offense 

$75 $50 

85 
Section 6. Running at-large Prohibited. 86 
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It shall be unlawful for any owner of a dog to permit it to run or be at-large within Town. Every owner, 87 

custodian, or agent of an owner shall confine the dog to his or her premises when the dog is not on a leash or 88 
under the immediate control of a competent and responsible attendant. 89 

90 
The owner of a dog(s) found in violation of this section may be charged a penalty in accordance with the 91 
following table: 92 

93 

Offense Number Penalty Waiver Fee 

1st offense $25 $10 

2nd offense $50 $25 

3rd offense $200 $100 

94 

Working farm dogs may be exempt from this provision if running at-large to herd or protect domestic animals 95 

or crops.  96 
97 

Section 7. Impoundment. 98 

99 
1. Authorization and Records.100 

It shall be the duty of every police officer, constable, or dog officer to apprehend any dog found at-large101 
and to impound such dog. Upon impounding any dog, a record shall be made by the impounding officer102 
of the breed, color, and sex of such dog, where it was caught, and whether it was licensed. If licensed,103 

the officer shall enter the name and address of the owner and the number of the license tag in to the104 
record. The record of the impounding officer shall be filed with the Town Clerk.105 

106 
2. Property Owner May Impound.107 

Any person finding any dog upon their property to any injury or annoyance may hold the dog in their108 
possession and shall, as soon as possible, notify a constable, police officer, or dog officer of this109 

custody, giving a description of the dog and the name of the owner, if known. The dog officer, police110 
officer, or constable, as soon as possible after receiving the notice, will appear at the premises and take111 
possession of the dog and impound it.112 

113 
3. Notice, Disposition of Impounded Dogs.114 

Upon any dog being impounded, it shall be the duty of the dog officer to notify the owner of the dog, if115 
known, and if not known, to post at the Town Clerk's office a notice containing a description of the dog116 
and when and where it was caught. If no owner of any such dog shall claim the dog within seven (7) full117 
days after such notice, the pound keeper or any person duly authorized by the Selectboard to do so, may118 
put the dog up for adoption (either directly or through an agency or other service) or transfer it to a no-119 

kill shelter.120 
121 

4. Redemption of Impounded Dogs; Fees.122 
The owner of any dog so impounded may reclaim such dog upon payment of all costs and charges123 
incurred by the Town for impounding and maintaining the dog, as well as payment to Town Clerk of the124 
license fee if the dog is unlicensed. This includes any shots or vaccinations administered to ensure the125 
dog may be licensed with the Town, if it is unlicensed at the time of impoundment. The dog shall be126 

released only at such time as applicable fees have been paid and following notice from the dog warden127 
or other designated enforcement officer.128 

129 
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The following fees shall be paid to the Town Clerk or pound keeper for impounding any dog in any130 

consecutive six-month period: 131 
a. First offense - $25132 
b. Second offense - $50133 
c. Third or subsequent offense - $100 per occurrence134 
d. The Selectboard may amend this fee schedule as necessary or desired.135 

136 
In addition, the greater of an additional charge of five dollars ($5.00) for board for each day or fraction 137 
thereof during which the dog is impounded, or the actual cost of boarding the dog, shall be paid to the 138 
pound keeper. 139 

140 

Section 8. Potentially Vicious and Vicious Dogs. 141 
If any dog bites or attacks any person without provocation while the dog is off the premises of the owner, or if 142 

any dog has been alleged to have been attacking other dogs, domestic pets, domestic animals, or deer, a written 143 
complaint may be filed with the Town. The complaint shall include, but not be limited to, the time, date, and 144 
location of the alleged incident; the name and address of the victim or victims; and any other facts that may 145 
assist the Selectboard in conducting its investigation.  146 

147 
The owner of a dog that is subject to a complaint shall confine the dog to their premises, keeping the dog inside 148 

at all times expect when necessary to let the dog outside. While outside, the dog shall be on a leash or other 149 
restraint, or within a fenced-in area, at all times.  150 

151 

Within seven (7) days of the receipt of the complaint, the Selectboard shall hold a hearing. The owner of a dog, 152 
if their name, address, and other contact information can be ascertained, shall be provided written notice of the 153 

time, date, and location of the hearing, along with a copy of the complaint. Delivery of the written notice to the 154 
owner may occur by mail or by electronic or digital delivery.  155 

156 
If a dog is found to have bitten or attacked without provocation, the Selectboard shall make such order for the 157 

protection of persons, dogs, domestic pets, domestic animals, or deer as the facts and circumstances of each 158 
case may require. The order may include, without limitation, requirements for dogs to be leashed, muzzled, 159 
confined, restrained, or disposed of in a humane way.  160 

161 
It shall be unlawful for the owner to sell or give away a dog, or to permit it to be taken beyond the limits of 162 

Town when notified by an enforcement officer or other Town official that the dog has been involved in a 163 
potentially vicious incident with any person, dogs, domestic pets, or domestic animals. In certain circumstances, 164 

and only following a formal grant of permission from the Selectboard, the owner may be authorized to take the 165 
dog beyond the limits of Town.  166 

167 

The owner of a dog(s) found in violation of this section may be charged a penalty by the Selectboard in 168 
accordance with the following table: 169 

170 

Offense Number Penalty Waiver Fee 

1st offense $100 $50 

2nd offense $250 $125 

3rd and subsequent 

offense 

$500 $250 

171 

Section 9. Cruelty. 172 



As amended – 05/18/20 

5 

Any person who shall torture, torment, or cruelly neglect to provide with necessary sustenance or shelter, or 173 

who shall cruelly beat, needlessly mutilate, or kill or cause or procure to be tortured, tormented, beaten, 174 
needlessly mutilated, killed, or deprived of necessary sustenance or shelter any dog or other animal, may be 175 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and charged as such. 176 

177 
The owner of a dog(s) found in violation of this section may be charged a penalty in accordance with the 178 

following table: 179 
180 

Offense Number Penalty Waiver Fee 

1st offense $50 $25 

2nd offense $100 $50 

3rd and subsequent 

offense 

$300 $150 

181 
Section 10. Poisoning Dogs. 182 

Any person who shall poison any dog or distribute poison in any manner whatsoever with the intent or for the 183 

purpose of poisoning any dog may be guilty of a misdemeanor, and charged as such. 184 
185 

The owner of a dog(s) found in violation of this section may be charged a penalty in accordance with the 186 
following table: 187 

188 

Offense Number Penalty Waiver Fee 

1st offense $50 $25 

2nd offense $100 $50 

3rd and subsequent 

offense 

$300 $150 

189 

Section 11. Barking Prohibited. 190 
It shall be unlawful for any owner of a dog to permit it to disturb the quiet of any person by unreasonable 191 

barking or howling. 192 
193 

The owner of a dog(s) found in violation of this section may be charged a penalty in accordance with the 194 

following table: 195 
196 

Offense Number Penalty Waiver Fee 

1st offense $25 $10 

2nd offense $50 $25 

3rd and subsequent 

offense 

$200 $100 

197 
Working farm dogs shall be exempt from this provision only if barking in order to herd or protect domestic 198 
animals or crops.  199 

200 

Section 12. Hearing on Violations. 201 
For any violation of this ordinance, the Selectboard may hold a hearing and upon a finding of any violation may 202 
order the dog restrained, muzzled, placed in an adoptive home, transferred to a humane society or rescue 203 
organization, or other action deemed appropriate and proportional. 204 
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205 

Section 13. Nuisances. 206 
(a) The owner of a dog shall not allow, permit, or suffer such dog to create a nuisance, such as those listed: 207 

i. Failure to remove dog waste – a dog that defecates in any public area or on the private208 
premises of another person and whose owner does not remove the waste and dispose of it209 
in a sanitary manner.210 

ii. Unconfined dog in heat – a female dog in heat not confined to a building or other secured211 
enclosure, except while under the direct control of the owner.212 

213 
(b) The owner of a dog(s) found in violation of this section may be charged a penalty in accordance with the 214 

following table: 215 

216 

Offense Number Penalty Waiver Fee 

1st offense $25 $10 

2nd offense $50 $25 

3rd and subsequent 

offense 

$200 $100 

217 

Section 14. Penalties and Costs. 218 
(a) An enforcement officer is authorized to recover civil penalties for violations of this ordinance in the 219 

amounts listed in each section.  220 

(b) An enforcement officer is authorized to recover a waiver fee, in the stated amount, in lieu of a civil 221 
penalty for any person declining to contest a municipal complaint. 222 

(c) Owners for whom it is the 1st or 2nd offense of any section of this ordinance may choose to take a course 223 
on responsible dog ownership. Upon proof of successful completion of the course or program, the 224 

waiver penalty may be returned, less any administrative fees paid to the State. The course of program 225 
shall be pre-approved by the enforcement officer issuing the penalty for violation of this ordinance.   226 

(d) For the purposes of determining the sequence of offenses, the second, third, and subsequent offenses 227 
shall be those that occur within the 12-month period beginning on the date of the first offense. Any 228 
offense occurring after the 12-month period shall be considered a first offense. Offenses shall be counted 229 

per dog.  230 
(e) Any owner whose dog has been impounded for its initial third offense shall provide the Selectboard with 231 

proof of satisfactory completion of a responsible dog owner training course pre-approved by the 232 
Selectboard within six months of the original date of impoundment. Failure to provide such certification 233 
may result in forfeiture of the dog.  234 

(f) A municipal ticket issued for a violation of this ordinance shall only be dismissed by an enforcement 235 
officer who issued the ticket. 236 

237 
Section 15. Applicability of Ordinance. 238 

A violation of any section of this ordinance may be the cause for impoundment by an enforcement officer, and 239 
the owner subject to a fine as established in the applicable section.  240 

241 
Section 16. Signatures. 242 

243 



APPENDIX A 1 

 2 

Appendix A is written to clarify procedures related to the release of impounded dogs as 3 
established in Section 7, subsection 4 of the Waitsfield Dog ordinance as amended May 18, 4 
2020.  5 
 6 
The facility at which a dog is impounded may, at its discretion, release a dog from impoundment 7 

under the following circumstances: 8 
 9 

1) If the dog warden or other designated enforcement officer is not available, and the Town 10 
Offices are not open, the impounded dog may be released to its owner upon payment of 11 
impoundment fees and with the recommendation that the dog owner contact the Town 12 

Offices and license the dog as soon as possible (if licensure is an issue). 13 

2) In a situation where employee safety and well-being at the facility are the overriding 14 
concerns.  15 

 16 

The dog warden or other enforcement officer will be notified of release as soon as practicable.  17 



 

 

TOWN OF WAITSFIELD 

 

July 10, 2020 

 

 

Troy Kingsbury 

4348 Main St. 

Waitsfield, VT 05673 

 

Christopher Mack 

60 Mehuron Drive 

Waitsfield, VT 05673 

 

Dear Troy & Chris, 

 

I am responding to your complaint of March 20, 2020, of a rat population 

emanating from your neighbor, John Gallagher, property. Also, your belief that the 

debris behind his wine store and the vacated deteriorating travel trailer were 

nesting spots for rodents. 

 

I met with Troy and discussed this issue. I have tried repeatedly to contact John, 

both by phone and a letter sent via U.S.P.S., but to no avail. I have revisited the site 

behind the Village Grocery several times since that date. I have also interviewed 

several adjacent property owners inquiring about a Waitsfield Village rodent 

problem. 

 

Viewing property from behind the V.G., I did note debris and an abandoned small 

mobile home on Mr. Gallagher’s property. I did not see any household garbage, or 

other food sources, behind the wine store that would attract rodents.  

Behind the Village Grocery, I did see several rather large piles of coffee grounds 

and used coffee brewing machine filters. Picture of this is attached.  

 



Rodent populations increase with the availability of food. Nesting locations are 

secondary to an ample supply of food. Your neighbors report none to an occasional 

rodent problem. 

Thus, I find that with the removal and clean up behind the Village Grocery, there is 

no further Public Health problem. It is not a Public Health problem to have an 

unkempt backlot, as unsightly as it may appear to neighbors. 

Appeal Procedure: 

If you wish to appeal this report, you may do so by requesting a hearing 

before the Waitsfield Town Board of Health, which is the Town of Waitsfield 

Select Board. Contact the Waitsfield Town Administrator, Trevor Lashua, at 496-

2218, ext.#5, or at townadmin@madriver.com to schedule a date/time to meet with 

the Board. During the present pandemic, we ask everyone to minimize in-person 

visits to the Town Offices. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Fred R. Messer 

Waitsfield Town Health Officer 

317 Meadow Road 

Waitsfield, VT 05673 

793-2238 

fmesser@madriver.com 

 

cf: Trevor Lashua 

      John Gallagher 

mailto:townadmin@madriver.com
mailto:fmesser@madriver.com
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VILLAGE OF ESSEX JUNCTION 

MUNICIPAL CODE 

CHAPTER 15. 

ORDINANCE REGULATING VACANT BUILDINGS,  

BLIGHTED PREMISES AND DANGEROUS PROPERTY 
 

PURPOSE:  In accordance with 24 V.S.A. 2291, to define what constitutes vacant buildings, blighted 

premises and dangerous property, and to provide procedures and take action for their abatement or 

removal as the public health, safety or welfare may require. 

 

SECTION 1501.  DEFINITIONS: 

(a)  Blighted  Premises:  Any building, structure or parcel of land, except exempt property as defined 

below, in which at least one of the following conditions exists:  

 1. It is dilapidated or becoming dilapidated as documented by the Village Manager and/or assigns;  

 2. It is attracting illegal activity as documented by the Police Department;  

 3. It is a fire hazard as determined by the Fire Marshal or as documented by the Fire Department;  

 4. It is determined by the Village Manager and/or assigns or by Health Department reports that the 

condition of the building, structure or parcel of land poses a serious or immediate danger to the safety, 

health or general welfare of the community.  

 5.  It is not being maintained. The following factors may be considered in determining whether a 

structure or building is not being adequately maintained: missing or boarded windows or doors; 

collapsing or missing walls, roof or floors; seriously damaged or missing siding or walls; a structurally 

faulty foundation; garbage, trash or abandoned/unregistered cars on the premises (unless the premises is 

a junkyard legally licensed); overgrown grass or weeds of at least one foot in length; graffiti; and fire 

damage; or  

 6. It is a factor creating a substantial and unreasonable interference with the reasonable and lawful 

use and enjoyment of other space within the neighborhood as documented by neighborhood complaints, 

or cancellation of insurance on the subject property or on adjacent properties.  

(b)  Building Safety Officer: Village Manager and/or assign 

(c)  Dangerous Property:  

    1.  Various Inadequacies. Whenever the building or structure, or any portion thereof, because of     

(a) dilapidation, deterioration, or decay; (b) faulty construction; (c) the removal, movement or instability 

of any portion of the ground necessary for the purpose of supporting such building; (d) the deterioration, 

decay or inadequacy of its foundation; or (e) any other cause is likely to partially or completely collapse.   

   2.  Manifestly Unsafe. Whenever, for any reason, the building or structure, or any portion thereof, is 

manifestly unsafe for the purpose for which it is being used. 

(d)  Inadequate Maintenance. Whenever a building or structure, used or intended to be used for dwelling 

purposes, because of dilapidation, decay, damage, faulty construction, or otherwise, is determined by 

any health officer to be unsanitary, unfit for human habitation or in such condition that it is likely to 

cause sickness or disease. 

(e)  Fire Hazard.  Exists whenever any building or structure, because of dilapidated condition, 

deterioration, damage, or other cause, is determined by the Fire Marshal or Fire Chief to be a fire hazard. 

(f)  Abandoned. Whenever any portion of a building or structure remains on a site after the demolition or 

destruction of the building or structure or whenever any building or structure is abandoned for a period 

in excess of six (6) months so as to constitute such building or portion thereof an attractive nuisance or 

hazard to the public. 
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(g)  Vacant building:   Any structure or building that is unoccupied by a person or occupied by 

unauthorized persons for ninety (90) days, excepting permitted warehouse structures, garages, vacation 

or resort facilities or those buildings or structures only used on a seasonal basis. 

(h)  Vacant Nuisance Property:  Any property that has been vacant for ninety (90) days and has also 

been determined to be a Dangerous Property.   

 

SECTION 1502.  VACANT BUILDINGS: 
(a)   When the owner of a vacant building fails to actively maintain and manage a building the building 

can become a major cause of blight in both residential and nonresidential neighborhoods. Vacant 

buildings that are boarded, substandard or on unkempt properties, and long-term vacancies discourage 

economic development and retard appreciation of property values. 

(b)  It is a responsibility of property ownership to prevent owned property from becoming a burden to 

the neighborhood and community and a threat to the public health, safety or welfare. 

(c)  One vacant property that is not actively and well maintained and managed can be the core and cause 

of spreading blight. 

(d)  Owners of multiple buildings, either concurrently or serially, that are vacant and blight to the 

community are a significant problem in the Village. Owners of buildings who fail to correct deficiencies 

and blighted conditions in their buildings contribute to the decline of neighborhoods to a greater extent 

than those who own only one building.  It is in the interest of the welfare of neighborhoods that owners 

of properties who fail to maintain properties and correct vacant and blighted buildings are subject to 

imposition of higher administrative penalties in order to encourage these owners to correct violations of 

this article in a prompt manner. 

 (e)  No owner shall allow a building designed for human use or occupancy to be a vacant building for 

more than ninety days, unless one of the following applies: 

1. The building is the subject of an active building permit for repair or rehabilitation and the owner is 

progressing diligently to complete the repair or rehabilitation.  

2. The building meets all Village codes, does not contribute to blight, is ready for occupancy, and is:  

a) Actively being offered for sale, lease, or rent, or 

b) Is actively being maintained and monitored by the owner, as defined in below: 

1.  Maintenance of the building in continuing compliance with all applicable codes and 

regulations. 

2. Prevention of criminal activity on the premises. 

3. The posting of a notice in a conspicuous place on the front of the building stating the name, 

address, and telephone number of both the owner and, if applicable, the owner’s agent in 

control of the building. This notice shall have lettering not less than two (2) inches high and 

shall be generally readable from at least thirty feet away. 

 

SECTION 1503.  VACANT BUILDING MAINTENANCE STANDARDS: 

(a)    Active maintenance and monitoring shall include all of the following: 

1. Accessory and appurtenant structures:  Accessory and appurtenant structures such as garages, 

sheds, and fences shall be free from safety, health, and fire hazards and shall comply with these 

vacant building maintenance standards.   

2. Building openings:  Doors, windows, areaways and other openings shall be weather-tight and 

secured against entry by birds, vermin and trespassers. Missing or broken doors, windows and 

other such openings shall be covered by glass or other rigid transparent materials which are 

weather protected, and tightly fitted and secured to the opening.   
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3. Building structure:  The building shall be maintained in good repair, structurally sound and free 

from debris, rubbish and garbage. The building shall be sanitary. The building shall not pose a 

threat to the public health and safety.  

4. Chimneys and towers:  Chimneys, cooling towers, smokestacks, and similar appurtenances shall 

be structurally safe and in good repair. Exposed metal and wood surfaces shall be protected from 

the elements and against decay or rust by periodic application of weather-coating materials, such 

as paint or similar surface treatment.  

5. Decorative features:  The cornices, belt courses, corbels, terra cotta trim, wall facings and 

similar decorative features shall be safe, anchored, and in good repair. Exposed metal, wood, or 

other surfaces shall be protected from the elements and against decay or rust by periodic 

application of weather-coating materials, such as paint or similar surface treatment.   

6.  Drainage:  The building storm drainage system shall be functional and installed to Village 

Standards, and allow discharge to Village Standards.   

7.  Exterior walls:  The exterior walls shall be free of holes, breaks, and loose or rotting materials. 

Exposed metal, wood, or other surfaces shall be protected from the elements and against decay 

or rust by periodic application of weather-coating materials, such as paint or similar surface 

treatment.   

8. Foundation walls:  The foundation walls shall be maintained structurally sound and in a sanitary 

condition so as not to pose a threat to public health and safety, shall be capable of supporting the 

load which normal use may cause to be placed thereon, and shall be free from open cracks and 

breaks, free from leaks, and be animal proof.   

9. Overhanging extensions:  All balconies, canopies, marquees, signs, metal awnings, stairways, 

fire escapes, standpipes, exhaust ducts and similar features shall be in good repair, anchored, safe 

and sound. Exposed metal and wood surfaces shall be protected from the elements and against 

decay or rust by periodic application of weather-coating materials, such as paint or similar 

surface treatment   

10. Premises:  The premises upon which the structure or building is located shall be clean, safe, and 

sanitary, free from waste, rubbish, debris or excessive vegetation, and shall not pose a threat to 

the public health or safety.   

11. Roofs:  The roof and flashings shall be sound and tight, not admit moisture or have defects which 

might admit moisture, rain or roof drainage, and allow for drainage to prevent dampness or 

deterioration in the interior walls or interior of the building, or admit moisture or rain to a 

contiguous building.   

12. Structural members:  The structural members shall be free of deterioration and capable of safely 

bearing imposed dead and live loads.   

13. Walkways:  Walkways shall be safe for pedestrian travel.   

 

SECTION 1504.  REQUIRED BOARDING OF VACANT BUILDINGS. 

(a) For the purposes of this article, “boarded” shall mean the covering of all entry points, including 

all doors and windows, with plywood or other materials for the purpose of preventing entry into the 

buildings by persons or animals. 

(b) Vacant buildings shall be boarded when the building can no longer be secured against intrusion 

by the closing and locking of doors and windows. 

(c) Vacant buildings that are immediately dangerous and are open and accessible to the general 

public may be summarily boarded by the Village, pursuant to this Ordinance.  

(d) Any building that is boarded, whether by voluntary action of the owner or as a result of 
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enforcement activity by the Village, shall be boarded in compliance with Village standards promulgated 

by the Village Manager, and approved by resolution of the Board of Trustees. 

 

SECTION 1505.  DANGEROUS BUILDINGS. 

(a) If, upon inspection of a building, the Village or Village Agent determines that a building, 

structure or anything attached or connected therewith, or any hazardous condition appears to endanger 

the public safety, the Village Manager shall commence an abatement action by issuing a Building Safety 

Order.  The Building Safety Order shall:  

1. Identify the hazardous conditions that cause the premises, building, structure or anything 

attached or connected thereto to be dangerous.  

2. Identify the actions that must be taken by the owner to secure the Dangerous Building or 

Premises and abate the hazardous conditions identified in the order, including, where 

appropriate, removal of a Dangerous Building.  

3. Set a date by which the actions to secure a Dangerous Building or Premises and abate the 

hazardous conditions must be completed by the owner, which shall be not less than fifteen (15) 

days from the date of service of the order.  

4. Inform the owner of his/her right to appeal the Building Safety Order and the right to be 

represented by legal counsel at the appeal hearing.  

(b) The Safety Order shall be served upon the owner of the Dangerous Building or Premises by first 

class certified mail, return receipt requested.  A copy of the Order shall be provided to the Board of 

Trustees of Essex Junction. 

(c) If it appears to the Village Manager or Village Agent that such structure or premises would be 

especially dangerous, the Village may affix a notice of dangerousness in a conspicuous place upon the 

structure’s exterior walls, or may affix a posted notice in the ground which shall not be removed or 

defaced without the Villages authority. 

(d) If the owner continues such refusal or neglects to remove or make the building or premises safe, 

and the Order has become final by the failure to appeal, the Village shall be fully authorized to abate the 

nuisance, except where removal or demolition of a building is required.  The Building Safety Officer 

may, as necessary, install boards or otherwise secure a dangerous building or order that a building be 

vacated by any occupants and removed.   

(e) For removal or demolition, the Village Manager, or other appropriate Village officer, may seek 

approval from the appropriate Court for a remedy in equity to remove or demolish a dangerous building, 

or to order such steps as may be necessary to abate any hazardous condition.  The Village Manager 

Officer may also seek the imposition of fines in accord with this Ordinance. 

(f) The Building Safety Officer may contract with such service providers or use such other Village 

employees as may be necessary to ensure public safety in the circumstances.  The full cost of any work 

necessitated by a Safety Order shall constitute a lien chargeable against the property owner and may be 

recovered in the same manner as taxes for real estate pursuant to 32 V.S.A. Ch. 133.  

1. For removal or demolition, the Village Manager, or other appropriate Village officer, may seek 

approval from the appropriate Court for a remedy in equity to remove or demolish a dangerous 

building, or to order such steps as may be necessary to abate any hazardous condition.  The 

Village Manager may also seek the imposition of fines in accord with of this Ordinance.   

 

SECTION 1506.  ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTY  

Any owner of a building that is in violation of this Ordinance shall be subject to an administrative 

penalty, in an amount not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) per building for the first violation. 
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A second administrative penalty shall be imposed upon an owner pursuant to this article if the owner’s 

building remains in violation of this Ordinance thirty (30) days following the imposition of the first 

administrative penalty. Additional penalties may be imposed in each thirty (30) day period following the 

imposition of an administrative penalty under this article. Additional penalties may be imposed so long 

as the violations continue. A second and any subsequent penalty shall be in an amount not to exceed five 

thousand dollars ($5,000.00). 

If a previous administrative penalty has been imposed pursuant to this article upon an owner within two 

years of the date of the imposition of the present administrative penalty, and that previous administrative 

penalty related to a vacant building other than the building presently the subject of an administrative 

penalty, any penalty imposed shall in no case be less than two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) nor more 

than ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00).   

 

SECTION 1507.  APPEAL  

A person aggrieved by a revocation, suspension or penalty pursuant to this Ordinance may appeal as 

outlined in the Trustees’ Policy regarding the Ordinance Appeals Board.  

 

SECTION 1508.  MONITORING FEE FOR VACANT NUISANCE PROPERTIES 

Any vacant building that also constitutes a public nuisance shall be subject to monthly monitoring fees 

and enforcement response fees, to recover the Village’s regulatory costs to monitor and respond to the 

vacant building. The separate monthly monitoring fee and enforcement response fee shall be set by 

resolution of the Village Trustees. The monitoring fee shall be imposed upon the initial determination 

that the vacant building constitutes a public nuisance. The fee shall thereafter be imposed in each thirty 

(30) day period following the imposition of the initial monitoring fee. On buildings requiring more than 

one (1) involuntary Village enforcement response within any thirty (30) day period, an additional and 

separate enforcement response fee shall be imposed, for each response, upon the owner. Monitoring fees 

of $250 per month shall be imposed as long as the vacant building remains a public nuisance. Any 

monitoring fee imposed pursuant to this section may be appealed by the same process that is available 

for appeal of Safety Orders and Administrative Penalties.  

 

SECTION 1509.  NONCOMPLIANT BUILDINGS OR PROPERTY. 

Any building or property in violation of this Ordinance shall not be accepted for review by the Planning 

Commission or Zoning Board of Adjustment until the violation is rectified.  

 

SECTION 1510.  SEVERABILITY. 

If any section of this Ordinance is held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such finding 

shall not invalidate any other part of this Ordinance.  

 
New Chapter 15 adopted 1/10/12 

 



STATE OF VERMONT 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

ADDENDUM 2 TO AMENDED AND RESTATED EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 01-20 

 

[Strengthening the Use of Facial Coverings] 

 

WHEREAS, on Friday, March 13, 2020, the Governor issued Executive Order 01-20, Declaration 

of State of Emergency (“Executive Order”), as amended and restated June 15, 2020 (“Amended 

and Restated Executive Order”), declaring a state of emergency for the State of Vermont in 

response to COVID-19; and  

  

WHEREAS, all states in the region, including Vermont, have experienced community 

transmission of COVID-19 which has led to hundreds of thousands of cases and thousands of 

deaths within a five-hour drive of Vermont’s borders; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Governor, in consultation with the Vermont Department of Health (VDH), has 

initiated aggressive and sustained efforts to protect property and public health, and to ensure public 

safety in this health emergency including issuing the Executive Order, as amended and restated, 

and Directives issued pursuant to the Executive Order to limit in-person contact, such as limiting 

the size of gatherings, closure of schools and the institution of remote learning through the end of 

the 2019-2020 school year, directing the postponement of non-essential medical and surgical 

procedures, suspending the operation of close contact businesses, requiring telecommuting and 

work from home, requiring Vermonters to stay home and stay safe with exceptions for essential 

purposes and suspending the operation of businesses which were not deemed critical to public 

health and safety and national and economic security; and   

  

WHEREAS, in connection with the Governor’s cautious, measured and data-based approach to 

restarting Vermont’s economy in a safe and effective way, on April 20, 2020, the Governor issued 

Addendum 10 to the Executive Order that established health and safety requirements to be 

followed by all employers and employees, including mandatory facial coverings for employees 

when in the presence of others, and strongly encouraged all Vermonters to wear facial coverings 

when in the presence of others; and  

 

WHEREAS, on May 1, 2020 the Governor issued Addendum 12 to the Executive Order that 

required facial coverings on public transit conveyances, including ride services, and in mass 

transportation facilities; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Governor has consistently urged Vermonters to wear masks when in the presence 

of others when physical distancing is not possible, and commends all Vermonters who have taken 

personal responsibility for the protection of their health and the health of others and followed the 



health and safety advice of VDH and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 

including wearing facial coverings when appropriate; and  

 

WHEREAS, as we look forward to our college and preK-12 students returning to school, as well 

as the foliage and winter recreation seasons and the increase in indoor congregation by Vermonters 

as the seasons change, the Governor has determined, in consultation with the Commissioner of 

VDH, that we should strengthen the State’s policy on masks and facial coverings in order to protect 

public health and the progress we have achieved in suppressing the virus.   

 

NOW THEREFORE, I, Philip B. Scott, by virtue of the authority vested in me as Governor of 

Vermont by the Constitution of the State of Vermont, Chapter II, Section 20 and under 20 V.S.A. 

§§ 8, 9 and 11, hereby order the amendment of the Amended and Restated Executive Order as 

follows: 

 

Section 7(f) of the Amended and Restated Executive Order regarding Mask Use is hereby 

amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

 

(f) Masks or Cloth Facial Coverings Required in Public Wherever Close Contact is Unavoidable.  

As of Saturday, August 1, 2020, Vermonters shall wear masks or cloth facial coverings over their 

nose and mouth any time they are in public spaces, indoors or outdoors, where they come in contact 

with others from outside their households, especially in congregate settings, and where it is not 

possible to maintain a physical distance of at least six feet.    

 

Nothing in this Order or any other State health and safety guidance shall require the use of a mask 

or cloth facial covering when someone is engaged in strenuous exercise or activity, for anyone 

under the age of 2, any child or adult with a medical or developmental issue or challenge that is 

complicated or irritated by a facial covering, anyone with difficulty breathing or as further set forth 

in guidance issued by VDH.   

 

A person who declines to wear a mask or cloth face covering because of a medical or 

developmental issue, or difficulty breathing, shall not be required to produce documentation, or 

other evidence, verifying the condition.  

 

Businesses and non-profit and government entities shall implement measures notifying customers 

or clients of the requirement to wear masks or facial coverings, which may include, but shall not 

be limited to, posting signage stating that masks or cloth facial coverings are required and denial 

of entry or service to customers or clients who decline to wear masks or facial coverings.   

 

For the sake of clarity, the requirements for masks or facial coverings or permitted alternatives in 

specific circumstances shall continue to apply as set forth in the following guidance: 

• Phased Restart Work Safe Guidance issued by the Secretary of the Agency of Commerce 

and Community Development (ACCD) permitting limited alternatives to face masks in 



limited workplace settings, as well as some flexibility on use of masks or facial coverings 

in other circumstances, such as when eating in a restaurant; 

• Safety and Health Guidance for Reopening Schools, Fall 2020 issued by the Secretary of 

the Agency of Education (AoE);  

• Health Guidance for Childcare and School Age Camps/Care issued by the VDH, AoE and 

the Department for Children and Families; 

• Guidance to Healthcare Providers issued by the VDH; and 

• Other as set by a designated Secretary or Commissioner, with the approval of the Governor. 

 

This Addendum 2 to the Amended and Restated Executive Order shall take effect upon 

signing and shall continue in full force and effect until midnight on August 15, 2020, at which 

time the Governor, in consultation with the Vermont Department of Health and the 

Department of Public Safety shall assess the emergency and determine whether to amend or 

extend this Addendum.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the Governor:     ________________________________ 

       Philip B. Scott 

       Governor 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Brittney L. Wilson 

Secretary of Civil and Military Affairs 

 

 

Addendum 2 to the Amended and Restated Executive Order No. 01-20 

 

Dated: July 24, 2020 
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TOWN OF WAITSFIELD 
 

Memorandum 
 

TO:  The members of the Waitsfield Selectboard. 

FROM: Trevor M. Lashua 

DATE: June 13, 2019 – Notes in red/underlined added: July 10, 2020.  

RE: Goals and Priorities – Policies, Plans, Projects, and Tasks. 

  
The format of this memo is the same as the one used for last year’s discussion. A copy of the 

policies, plans, projects, discussions, and tasks from last year is enclosed. This list generally 

includes items identified throughout the course of the prior year (or in prior years). Proposed new 

items are boxed.  

 

Policies: 

‒ An update to the Class 4 Road policy. Completed, 2019. 

‒ Review and possibly approve the draft tax stabilization policy. Draft developed, 

reviewed, and discussed. No action taken.  

‒ Simplification of the municipal building rental form and policy. Simplified the practice, 

but the forms and policy remain the same.  

‒ Miscellaneous adjustments and refinements to the personnel policy and evaluation/annual 

pay adjustment system. Both should be considered in FY21 (regular review as a “best 

practice”).  

 

Plans: 

‒ Continue refinement of the capital improvement program (CIP); incorporate stormwater, 

water quality, and public/street tree elements (such as an emerald ash borer plan). 

Continued refinement in the FY21 version. Funding for some stormwater activities 

included (the MRGP compliance items and Lareau Swim Hole transfer). EAB plan needs 

to be developed.  

‒ Develop and implement a five-year paved road plan. Funding included in the FY21 

budget; the draft plan is due in August 2020.  

‒ Refine the East Warren Road culvert and paving plans for incorporation into the FY21 

budget and CIP. An engineered plan and budget for the East Warren Road culvert was 

developed; the Town applied for a Town Highway Structures Grant from VTrans. The 5-

year plan for paving referenced above can be incorporated into the FY22-FY26 capital 

improvement program and budget.  

 

Projects: 

‒ Local option tax MOU and general discussion. Continued through the year, ended with 

the defeat of a proposed charter amendment enabling the Town to adopt an LOT.   

‒ Create, review, and adopt five-year and 10-year budget forecasts, showing projected 

general expenditures, capital expenditures, and revenue. The exercise is just beginning at 

a staff level; the uncertainty introduced by COVID-19 creates a different set of variables 

to include/consider.  
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‒ Explore the potential use of a decentralized wastewater program, including sources of 

funding and necessary process adjustments. Initial, broad discussion but no advancement 

at any detailed level.  

‒ Develop a process for site plan and building evaluations for the Road Department Garage 

and Fire Station, for planning purposes. Both are currently slated for inclusion (or 

discussion, at a minimum) in the FY22-FY26 capital improvement program development 

process.  

 

Tasks: 

‒ Discuss a potential contribution from Fayston towards fire protection (hydrants) costs 

with the Fayston Selectboard. Initial discussion, followed by a decision not to pursue.  

‒ Review housing assessment and discuss options for implementation, support. On-going; 

the report arrived later than originally anticipated, pushing the start of review and 

discussion into calendar year 2020.  



1 

 

TOWN OF WAITSFIELD 1 

SELECTBOARD MINUTES 2 

MAY 4, 2020 3 
DRAFT 4 

 5 
Members present: Paul Hartshorn, chair; Kellee Mazer, vice-chair; Jon Jamieson, Brian Shupe, 6 
and Darryl Forrest.  7 

 8 
Other present: Lisa Loomis, Valley Reporter; Fred Messer, Marie Leotta, Duncan Brines, Lotty 9 
Roozekrans, Bridget LaMell, and MRVTV.  10 
 11 
Staff: Trevor M. Lashua, Town Administrator, and Annie Decker Dell’Isola, Planning and 12 

Zoning Administrator.  13 

 14 
This meeting was held via Zoom.  15 

 16 

Paul called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 17 
 18 
1. Agenda additions, removals, or adjustments.  19 

None.  20 
 21 

2. Public Forum. 22 
None.  23 
 24 

3. COVID-19 Update/Action. 25 
Fred Messer provided a brief update on emergency management activities, specifically 26 

attendance at LEPC meetings.  27 
 28 

Trevor walked through a follow-up idea for SRF loan payments. The decentralized wastewater 29 
program borrowers were all required to place a year of debt service payments in escrow. The 30 

idea is to let the borrowers essentially borrow from that escrow payment, interest free, rather 31 
than suspend the larger SRF payments. One borrower was possibly interested, while the others 32 
indicated they were not interested or didn’t have a need.  33 

 34 
The Board discussed S.344, which would enable a Selectboard to move tax due dates, 35 
delay/reduce/waive penalties and interest on late payments, or reduce a tax rate. Due to the bill’s 36 

requirement to pay education property tax amounts due to the State and school district on time, 37 
the Town is unable to delay the payment date. The Board decided by consensus to wait and take 38 

action on a possible delay of penalties and interest until the next meeting, which follows the 39 
fourth quarter due date. At that time, the Board could determine whether or not to move the 40 
penalty and interest deadline back one month. The power to do so is temporary, as the bill tied it 41 
directly to the declaration of emergency.  42 
 43 

The Board and staff discussed re-opening plans, with staff bringing a plan for action on 5/18.  44 
 45 
4. Development Review Board Appointment. 46 
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Duncan Brines was interviewed for the remainder of a term on the DRB that expires in March 47 

2022. Duncan spoke to his experience on the Planning Commission, most recently as chair.  48 

 49 
Jon moved to appoint Duncan Brines to the Development Review Board for the remainder of a 50 
term that expires March 2022. Brian seconded. The motion passed 5-0.  51 
 52 
Jon moved to adopt the Waitsfield Enforcement Ordinance, as presented at the May 18, 2020 53 

meeting. Darryl seconded. The motion passed 4-0. 54 
 55 
5. Municipal Planning Grant Contract Approval. 56 
Annie led the Board in a discussion about a municipal planning grant received for the purposes 57 
of completing an updated wetlands inventory in Irasville. The contract is part of the grant, and is 58 

with Arrowwood Environmental. The assessment is seen as a necessary information tool for the 59 

Irasville master planning process revision.  60 
 61 

Jon moved to approve the proposed contract with Arrowwood Environmental, and authorize the 62 

Selectboard chair or Town Administrator to sign on behalf of the Town. Kellee seconded. The 63 
motion passed 5-0. 64 
 65 

6. 2020 Waitsfield Farmer’s Market Public Festival Permit Application.  66 
Lotty Roozekrans and Bridget LaMell discussed the changes to the farmer’s market required for 67 

compliance with public health policy and guidelines due to COVID-19. The market will look 68 
very different as a result.  69 
 70 

Brian moved to approve the public festival permit application for the Waitsfield Farmer’s 71 
Market, provided the market complies with all applicable public health and safety 72 

recommendations and requirements. Jon seconded. The motion passed 5-0.   73 
 74 

7. Review of Dog Ordinance Amendment and Enforcement Ordinance Proposals.  75 
The Board, staff, Town Health Officer, and Dog Warden reviewed the proposed amendments. 76 

There was discussion on impoundment and release protocols; the Board indicated it wanted to 77 
hear from Dr. Hadden about the proposed changes. Staff will follow up, and the ordinances will 78 
be placed on the next agenda for action.  79 

 80 
8. 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Class Liquor License Renewals. 81 
There was one – for Scout’s Honor and the Sweet Spot.  82 

 83 
Jon moved to approve the 1st and 3rd Class Liquor License Renewal applications, with outside 84 

consumption permit, for Scout’s Honor Creamery, LLC doing business as Scout’s Honor. Darryl 85 
seconded. The motion passed 5-0.  86 
  87 
9. Bills payable and Treasurer’s warrants. 88 
Darryl and Kellee agreed to sign; Paul signed in the room.  89 

  90 
10. Selectboard Roundtable. 91 
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Jon gave an update on Planning District steering committee activities, notably the Kennedy 92 

housing report.  93 

 94 
The Board discussed the Wait House, and decided to reach out to Brad Cook about a possible 95 
assessment of the building. Jon agreed to try first, with Kellee as his backup.  96 
 97 
11. Town Administrator’s Report.  98 

Nothing additional.  99 
 100 
12. Correspondence/Reports.  101 
Nothing additional  102 
 103 

Jon moved to adjourn at 8:02 p.m. Brian seconded. The motion passed 5-0. 104 

 105 
Submitted by Trevor M. Lashua, Town Administrator 106 
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TOWN OF WAITSFIELD 1 

SELECTBOARD MINUTES 2 

MAY 18, 2020 3 
DRAFT 4 

 5 
Members present: Paul Hartshorn, chair; Jon Jamieson, Brian Shupe, and Darryl Forrest.  6 
 7 

Other present: Lisa Loomis, Valley Reporter; Fred Messer, Marie Leotta, and MRVTV.  8 
 9 
Staff: Trevor M. Lashua, Town Administrator 10 
 11 
Paul called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. 12 

 13 

1. Agenda additions, removals, or adjustments.  14 
None.  15 

 16 

2. Public Forum. 17 
None.  18 
 19 

3. COVID-19 Update/Action. 20 
Trevor presented a memo from Town Treasurer Sandy Gallup re property tax delinquencies 21 

through May 18th. The property tax delinquency was nearly $2,000 less in FY20 than FY19. 22 
There was general discussion about the FY20 budget, particularly on the revenue end. The sense 23 
is that FY20 can and will land on target. 24 

 25 
There was then discussion about the FY21 budget, and the projected, possible loss of State funds 26 

for PILOT, current use reimbursement, and State highway aid due to COVID-19.  27 
 28 

Delay penalties and interest could still be useful for a number of taxpayers, and doesn’t adversely 29 
impact the Town at this time.  30 

 31 
Jon moved to delay the assessment of penalties and interest on late property taxes until June 32 
15th. Brian seconded. The motion passed 4-0.  33 

 34 
Trevor walked the Board through the re-opening plan.  35 
 36 

Jon moved to adopt the re-opening plan as presented. Brian seconded. The motion passed 4-0.  37 
 38 

The Board will receive another update on potential SRF loan payment action. Trevor met with 39 
members of the Winter Park Septic Association to talk details.  40 
 41 
4. Dog Ordinance Amendments and Enforcement Ordinance. 42 
There was a brief review of the ordinances. Appendix A was added specifically to address 43 

concerns the Board had and communication with Dr. Hadden at Valley Animal Hospital.  44 
 45 
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There was discussion on impoundment release and ticketing protocols, which were deemed 46 

operational elements to be improved.  47 

 48 
There was discussion about the ordinance adoption and amendment process. Following Brian’s 49 
suggestion, Trevor will produce a memo outlining what has changed from the original, and see if 50 
it’s possible to create a “track changes” version as well.  51 
 52 

Jon moved to adopt the amendments to the Waitsfield Dog Ordinance, as presented at the May 53 
18, 2020 meeting. Darryl seconded. The motion passed 4-0.  54 
 55 
Jon moved to adopt the Waitsfield Enforcement Ordinance, as presented at the May 18, 2020 56 
meeting. Darryl seconded. The motion passed 4-0. 57 

 58 

5. Route 100B Bridge Closure Discussion. 59 
The Board discussed the project timeline, VTrans signage and construction plans, and the local 60 

bypass grant funds received. Signage will be important, particularly with regards to the restricted 61 

Pine Brook Bridge. The Board discussed a variable messageboard sign, preferably one that can 62 
be moved and is easy to have the message changed.  63 
 64 

Jon moved that the Town rent a variable messageboard sign, paid for from the law enforcement 65 
section of the grant, provided one or more places can be identified for sign placement. Brian 66 

seconded.  67 
 68 
Fred Messer offered a spot for the sign. Other properties were identified.  69 

 70 
The motion passed 4-0. 71 

 72 
6. 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Class Liquor License Renewals. 73 

None. A handful remain.  74 
  75 

7. Bills payable and Treasurer’s warrants. 76 
The final school payments were noted. Darryl and either Jon or Brian agreed to sign; Paul signed 77 
in the room.  78 

  79 
8. Selectboard Roundtable. 80 
Darryl asked about the garbage schedule on Bridge Street. Trevor said it’s usually around 81 

Memorial Day that the barrels are out and Road Department service starts.  82 
 83 

Darryl also asked about staymat in two locations, and covered bridge sweeping.  84 
 85 
He mentioned that the Wait House closure sign needs to be updated. Darryl asked about the 86 
pond; there was brief discussion of the cost of mechanical harvesting as identified during FY21 87 
budget deliberations. The cost was considered too high for too low of a priority project.  88 

 89 
 90 
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There was discussion about how the first Farmer’s Market went. Members reported what they 91 

saw or experienced; Trevor offered to check with market organizers.  92 

 93 
9. Town Administrator’s Report.  94 
Trevor added that he spoke with a resident upset with the condition of a neighboring property. 95 
After discussing the options in place to address the situation now, there was brief discussion of 96 
an ordinance known commonly as a blight ordinance. The ordinances need to be clearly drawn 97 

and defined to avoid the subjectivity of aesthetics while focusing on legitimate health and safety 98 
needs.  99 
 100 
10. Correspondence/Reports.  101 
The Board briefly discussed the letter from the Vermont Land Trust about vacating is 0.5 office 102 

lease at the Wait House. There was discussion about the Wait House, and having Brad Cook 103 

perform an assessment. Staff will prepare a summary of grant requirements and restrictions.  104 
 105 

There was brief discussion of a letter received from a Waterbury resident re issues encountered 106 

with the Harwood Unified Union School District. The Board decided there wasn’t a role for it in 107 
a school matter, recognizing that there are multiple perspectives involved and the letter included 108 
one.  109 

 110 
Brian moved to adjourn at 8:17 p.m. Jon seconded. The motion passed 4-0. 111 

 112 
Submitted by Trevor M. Lashua, Town Administrator 113 
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TOWN OF WAITSFIELD 1 

SELECTBOARD MINUTES 2 

JUNE 8, 2020 3 
DRAFT 4 

 5 
Members present: Paul Hartshorn, chair; Kellee Mazer, vice-chair; Jon Jamieson, Brian Shupe, 6 
and Darryl Forrest.  7 

 8 
Other present: Lisa Loomis, Valley Reporter; Alice Peal, and MRVTV.  9 
 10 
Staff: Trevor M. Lashua, Town Administrator; Annie Decker Dell’Isola, Planning and Zoning 11 
Administrator. 12 

 13 

Paul called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 14 
 15 

1. Agenda additions, removals, or adjustments.  16 

None.  17 
 18 
2. Public Forum. 19 

None.  20 
 21 

3. Review and Consider Adopting the Proposed Housing Review Calendar. 22 
Planning and Zoning Administrator Annie Decker Dell’Isola reviewed the proposed calendar for 23 
discussion of housing policy and review of various elements related to it (zoning changes, the 24 

Kennedy housing study, Irasville master planning, and so on).  25 
 26 

The initial calendar included a prior meeting of the Planning Commission, which also endorsed 27 
the plan.  28 

 29 
The initial calendar is: 30 

June 2nd – Planning Commission performs an initial housing tasks analysis, meets with 31 
the Irasville wetlands study consultant. There was a brief reminder that the wetlands 32 
study is the key first step in a revamped Irasville master planning effort.  33 

June 8th – The Selectboard discusses the calendar, reviews materials prepared by staff on 34 
existing and past policies and priorities, and adopts the review calendar.  35 
June 22nd – Joint Board/Commission meeting for a presentation on the Kennedy report 36 

(housing market and needs assessment). The presentation will be a joint effort of Town 37 
staff and Planning District staff.  38 

July 6th – The Board considers the Commission’s proposed amendments to the zoning 39 
and subdivision regulations enabling planned hamlet developments.  40 
July 7th – The Commission meets to discuss Irasville master planning, phases I and II.  41 
July 21st – The Planning District will provide an Irasville planning history presentation, 42 
with discussion to follow.  43 

 44 
Jon moved to adopt the housing calendar as proposed. Kellee seconded. The motion passed 5-0. 45 
 46 
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Annie reviewed a document compiled to show all housing references and policy statements 47 

already within the Town Plan. Prior to the PHD conversation on July 6th, staff will prepare a 48 

summary/history memo and collect all relevant items (the latest renderings, a capacity map 49 
showing potential locations for PHDs, etc.). There was discussion about the impact of short-term 50 
rentals on housing stock, the Kennedy report and a staff memo summarizing it, and other items 51 
of interest.  52 
 53 

The Board thanked Annie for the good work.  54 
 55 
4. Update on Planning Commission’s Energy Plan Work. 56 
Annie explained where the Commission is in its process; energy planning is a required element 57 
of Town Plans. The Commission was also seeking guidance on whether or not to retain 58 

references to the Energy Committee. The Committee has been inactive in recent years. After 59 

discussion about its worth and the hope to revive the entity, the Board agreed via consensus to 60 
advise the retention of references to the Waitsfield Energy Committee in the Town Plan.  61 

 62 

5. Consider Full Appointments to Boards, Committees, and Commissions. 63 
Trevor reviewed the list; appointments made earlier the spring were limited in scope due to 64 
COVID-19’s impact on the appointment and meeting process. There was a need to formalize 65 

appointments. Most candidates had confirmed willingness to be reappointed, though some had 66 
not.  67 

 68 
The Board thanked Steve Shea for his 13 years of service as the Planning Commission’s 69 
representative to the Planning District’s Steering Committee. Brian Voigt will be taking over as 70 

the representative; Alice Peal will fill his role as the Commission’s representative to the Ridge to 71 
Rivers group.  72 

 73 
Kellee will join Paul as the Board’s representatives the Water Supply Emergency Response 74 

Committee. The small group, consisting of two Board members and two Water Commissioners, 75 
is designed to respond in an emergency situation, and stays in place until normal structures for 76 

responsibility are in place.  77 
 78 
Jon moved to appoint or re-appoint the individuals listed in the table to the boards, committees, 79 

and commissions indicated for the terms described. Darryl seconded. The motion passed 5-0. 80 
 81 
6. Consider Authorizing the Town Treasurer to Abate Small Property Tax Balances.  82 

The Board reviewed a memo from Town Treasurer Sandy Gallup regarding the balances. A 2009 83 
resolution allowed the abatement of outstanding tax due amounts of $5 or less. There are 13 tax 84 

bills with such balances, totaling $19.63. 85 
 86 
Kellee moved to authorize the Town Treasurer to abate delinquent tax amounts of $5.00 or less. 87 
Jon seconded. The motion passed 5-0.  88 
  89 

7. Consider Setting a Date for a Special Meeting with the Fayston Selectboard and Fire 90 
Department.  91 
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The proposed date is Wednesday, June 17th. The meeting will occur at the Fire Station, and 92 

focus on fire budget, capital (equipment and facility), and operational needs. The goal is work 93 

cooperatively throughout the planning, budget, and implementation phases.  94 
 95 
Brian moved that the Board hold a special meeting with the Fayston Selectboard, at the 96 
Waitsfield-Fayston Fire Station, on June 17th at 6:30 p.m. Darryl seconded. The motion passed 97 
5-0.  98 

 99 
8. Consider 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Class Liquor License Renewals.  100 
Jon moved to approve 1st and 3rd Class liquor license applications, with outside consumption 101 
permit, for 1824 House Inn and Barn, LLC, doing business as 1824 House Inn and Barn. Kellee 102 
seconded. The motion passed 5-0.  103 

 104 

9. Bills payable and Treasurer’s warrants. 105 
Trevor noted that the final debt service payment associated with the fiscal year change loan was 106 

included, as well as the second (of three) payments on the Fire Department’s newer pumper 107 

truck.  108 
 109 
Kellee moved to approve the bills payable and treasurer’s warrants. Jon seconded. The motion 110 

passed 5-0.  111 
  112 

10. Selectboard Roundtable. 113 
Darryl thanked the Road Department for the stay-mat and other tasks completed. He asked the 114 
Board about possible assisting the Rotary Club with installation of a “welcome” sign. The Board 115 

discussed the matter, and eventually agreed to ask and help if able/available.  116 
 117 

Jon thanked Bri Skoldberg for her efforts again on coordinating Green Up Day. The Board 118 
members all agreed on the good work done.  119 

 120 
Jon applauded the protestors who lined the streets over the weekend. Paul noted that there is still 121 

a need to wear masks and socially distance, and convening together in such a manner made that 122 
difficult to do.  123 
 124 

Jon asked about the schedule for North Road maintenance in preparation for the 100B bridge 125 
closure. Trevor will ask Rodney, and provide an update on work to date and work to be done.  126 
 127 

Brian asked about the decision to meet in person as opposed to remotely. The Board discussed 128 
the pros and cons of each, and what it should do. The tentative decision is to try to meet in 129 

person, but also outside if possible or in a larger room upstairs. There was discussion about the 130 
need to improve audience participation systems, due to the difficulty in hearing the audio.  131 
 132 
11. Town Administrator’s Report.  133 
There was nothing to add from the written report.  134 

 135 
12. Correspondence/Reports.  136 
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Trevor asked the Board to review VLCT’s request to consider a resolution written by the 137 

National League of Cities. The NLC resolution called for direct municipal aid as part of any 138 

subsequent COVID-19 relief or stimulus package. After discussion, the Board asked Trevor to 139 
prepare a letter for direct distribution to the State’s congressional delegation. The discussion 140 
noted the accessibility of the delegation, as well as the placement of two of three members on the 141 
appropriations committees in each respective chamber.  142 
 143 

Brian moved to adjourn. Darryl seconded. The motion passed 5-0. 144 
 145 
Submitted by Trevor M. Lashua, Town Administrator 146 
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