
Waitsfield Town Administrator’s Report 
September 19, 2008 

 
September 22 Meeting Agenda and Materials  
 
Item II.2. Festival Permit application: Waitsfield PTA Ski and Skate Sale, November 14, 15, 

and 16.  This application is quite similar to last year’s, though  Ms. Hammond had 
some difficulty filling out the form online this time.  Last year’s event was approved 
with the condition that, if a sandwich board is used, it must be located out of the 
highway right-of-way and removed at the end of each day.  

 
Item II.3. Conservation Commission candidate interview: Thomas Gardner.  A copy of Mr. 

Gardner’s letter is enclosed.  Conservation Commission Chair Leo Laferriere has 
been invited to attend and, if he is unable to, to appoint a delegate.  At a prior 
meeting, the Selectboard established a policy to conduct appointee deliberations in 
executive session.   

 
Item II.4. Consideration of letter of support to Vermont Land Trust for Kingsbury Farm 

conservation project.  Enclosed is a letter and exhibits from Liza Walker seeking a 
letter of support from the Town for their Kingsbury Farm conservation project.  One 
acre of the site is located in Waitsfield and one of their funders would like to see 
evidence of the Town’s support.  I tweaked the sample letter that Liza offered.  If 
you concur, it would be ready to go the next day.  

 
Item II.5. Town Pond: discuss site visit; consider approval of Open Hearth/Mad River Path 

proposal.  Enclosed is a copy of the revised CUD application and a first cut and a 
form of permission and maintenance agreement.  It feels as though there is 
something missing.  I intend to review these more closely prior to the meeting and 
may have additional recommendations.  

 
Item II.6. Budget review.  I had hoped to provide a written status summary to go along with 

this item, but ran out of time.  Enclosed is a copy of the General Fund budget status 
through the end of August.  The September report has not been produced yet.    

 
Item II.8. Minutes of March 24, August 25, and September 9, 2008, if available.  Only the 

September 9 minutes are available.  . 
 
Flemer Polo Field Survey  
Sketch Plan Review of the proposed subdivision is scheduled before the Development Review 
Board on Tuesday, Sept. 23.  I will not be available to attend.  Enclosed is a copy of the letter 
and supporting documentation that Wrenn Compere and Sheila Getzinger sent to all the 
adjoining property owners.  The preliminary DRB review is currently scheduled for Tuesday, 
October 14.   
 
Water Project Outreach 
A postcard was mailed this week to each property owner (or designated contact person) in 
Irasville, Waitsfield Village, and along the proposed water transmission route outside of the 
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service area, including Old County Road and Tremblay Road.  My purpose was to give folks a 
heads up that someone from the Town will be contacting them over the coming weeks to provide 
current information about the proposed municipal water system and to work with them to help 
determine whether they would be interested in connecting to the system if the bond vote passes 
on November 4 and if the project moves forward.  It was also an opportunity to let folks know 
that information about the project is available at the Town Office and on the Web site.  
 
Updating the contact list and information that Michael had started turned out to be quite a 
project.  Darryl Forrest’s help going through the property transfer records was a big time-saver 
and much appreciated. 
 
Bridge Maintenance 
I am happy to report that repairs to the Covered Bridge were finally completed this week.  Stuart 
and I recently attended an all-day workshop on bridge maintenance.   The key thing that stayed 
with me was the importance of preventative maintenance and identifying and addressing small 
issues before they become bigger issues.  Emphasis was made to keep the bridges clean (free of 
salt and debris), to watch for potential drainage problems, prevent vegetation from getting into 
and undermining supporting structures, and regular maintenance, such as painting.  
 
Upcoming Schedule 
This coming week, I plan to be out of the office Sept. 23-26.  The following week, I will be 
attending the VLCT Town Fair on Thursday, October 2.  I expect much of my time through 
October will be focused on updating the water connection agreements.   
 
Ancient Roads 
Once again, I must report no movement on the subject of Ancient Roads and the grant we 
received to identify and map them.  It has been a challenge to find or make the time to take this 
initiative up, particularly without someone in the community championing it or having it be 
identified as a priority.   
 
Joslin Hill / E. Warren Road Intersection 
The Central VT Regional Planning Commission will be installing traffic counters next week at 
Joslin Hill and E. Warren Road, which is one of the steps necessary toward determining whether 
the intersection meets the warrant for a STOP sign.   
 
Wetlands for Dummies Workshop 
I learned over recent months that there is a lot I do not know about wetlands.  This one-day 
workshop at Vermont Technical College in Randolph on Friday, Sept. 26 looks like an ideal 
opportunity to improve upon that situation; unfortunately, I will not be able to attend.  The 
workshop “… is designed for those municipal officials, engineers, contractors, and property 
owners who need to recognize when they might have a wetland on a site and how to deal with it.  
Topics will include the three needed characteristics that define a wetland; Vermont classification 
of wetlands; state, federal, and local permits that may be needed for wetland impacts; and what 
to do when you may have a wetland on a site.”  For more information contact: Mary O'Leary 
(moleary@eivtech.com) or visit http://csp.vtc.edu/workshops.html.  The cost is $150. 

mailto:moleary@eivtech.com
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Mad  River Solid Waste Alliance 
The Mad River Solid Waste Alliance has a new name and a new Web site.  
The new name: Mad River Resource Management Alliance.   
The new Web site: http://www.madriverrma.org. 
 
Request to Cater Permit Issued 
 Permits were issued to the following vendors to cater the following events:   

• The Hyde Away, for a wedding at the Skinner Barn, 10/04/08, 5:00 – 10:00 p.m.  
• The Hyde Away, for a wedding at the Skinner Barn, 10/11/08, 5:00 – 10:00 p.m.  

 
Garage Sale Permits 
Garage sale permits were issued to the following: 

• Chris Stecher, 4213 Main Street, Sept. 20 & 21.   
 
Act 250 Application 
An Act 250 application was submitted (9/12/08) by the Mad River Park Corp. to extend the 
construction completion date of permit #5W0147-22 for an additional 5 years.   
 
Upcoming Meetings & Workshops 
Below are meetings that staff, board members, or others might be interested in:    

• LEPC #5 Multi-Year Training and Exercise Planning Workshop: Monday, September 
22, 5:30 p.m., Vermont Medical Center, Berlin. 

• Selectboard: Monday, September 22, 7:30 p.m., at the Town Office.   
• Mad Bikes of Waitsfield Steering Committee: Thursday, September 25, 6:00 p.m., at 

the General Wait House.  
• Wetlands for Dummies: Friday, September 26, 8-30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Vermont Technical 

College, by the Center for Sustainable Practices, $150. 
• CVRPC Transportation Advisory Committee/VTrans Public Hearing on FY09 STIP:  

Monday, September 29, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m., at the VT Interactive TV site, Waterbury.  
• VCLT Town Fair: Thursday, October 2, 8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m., at Killington Grand Hotel, 

Killington, by the VLCT, $50 per person.  Go to www.vlct.org for registration info.   
• Development Review Board: Tuesday, September 23, 7:30 p.m., at the Town Office.   
• 2008 Town Fair: Thursday, October 2, 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at the South Burlington 

Public Works Facility, by the VT Local Roads Program, $30.  
• Conservation Commission: Thursday, September 25, 7:00 p.m., at the Town Office.  
• Home Energy Savings Workshop for Mad River Valley Residents.  Thursday, October 2, 

6:30 – 9:00 p.m., at Yestermorrow.  
• Planning Commission: Tuesday, October 7, 7:00 p.m., at the Town Office.   
• Defensive Driving for the Maintenance Vehicle Operator: Wednesday, October 8, 8:00 

a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at the South Burlington Public Works Facility, by the VT Local Roads 
Program, $30.  

• Winter Road Maintenance: Friday, October 10, 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at the La Quinta 
Inn, St. Albans, by the VT Local Roads Program, $30.  

http://www.vlct.org/
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• Winooski Basin Water Quality Planning Initiative:  Friday, October 10, 6:30 – 7:00 p.m., 
at the Waitsfield Elementary School, by VT Division of Water Quality.  Free.  

• Selectboard: Monday, October 13, 7:30 p.m., at the Town Office.   
• Vermont Downtown Conference: Tuesday, October 14, 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., at Capital 

Plaza Hotel, Montpelier by VT Division for Historic Preservation. $55. Go to 
www.historicvermont.org for more info.  

• Managing the Municipal Highway System: Wednesday, October 15, 8:30 a.m. – 3:00 
p.m. at the Montpelier Elks Lodge, by the VLCT, $55.  

• MRVPD Steering Committee: Thursday, October 16, 7:00 p.m., at the General Wait 
House.  

• Forest Conservation &Urban Forestry Planning: Tuesday, October 21, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m., 
at the VT Interactive TV site, Waterbury, by VLCT and RPCs.  $45.  

• Project Inspection for Municipal/State Employees: Monday, October 27, 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 
p.m. at Suzanna’s Restaurant, Berlin, by the VT Local Roads Program, $30.  

• Safety on the Job: Monday, November 10, 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at the Milton Town 
Office, by the VT Local Roads Program, $30. 

 
Upcoming Agendas 
The next regular Selectboard meeting is Monday, October 13.  Potential additional agenda 
items include: 

• Appoint Ancient Roads Committee  
• Preparations for October 27 forum, if necessary. 
• Update Rapid Response Plan  
• Other stuff.  

 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Valerie Capels  
Town Administrator 

http://www.historicvermont.org/
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